
FRANCE
Hands off Venezuela!

No to foreign interference!

The International Workers Committee has made the call for peace from Brazilian organizations
known throughout the world.

In  Paris,  France,  on  Wednesday 9  August,  a  picket  was  organized  in  front  of  the  Venezuelan
Embassy, at the initiative of the POID (the Independent and Democratic Workers Party),. In the United
States, a campaign of signatures of support has been undertaken. Messages have poured in, from the
USPT (the Progressive Trade Union of Workers) of Niger, from Ecuador, from Mexico (with a special
supplement of the news bulletin  Transicion) and, as you will read on this page, from the LRA (the
Radical Left) of Afghanistan.

 Afghanistan : A Message to the Brazilian Committee For Peace In Venezuela

Dear friends,

Left Radical of Afghanistan (LRA) strongly support your call and campaign for defense of peace
and people rights  for  determining their fate  in Venezuela.  We strongly condemn the shamelessly
intervention and plotting of US and other mercenaries regimes in Venezuela.

Thanks to the workers and the oppressed in Venezuela and other Latin America such as Brazil
who stood against the attacks and intervention of the US imperialism and its allies in Venezuela. The
mistakes of Maduro for giving concessions to the capitalists must have learned to count on workers
and the  oppressed  power  and  resist  the  illegal  greedy demands  of  the  US backed opposition  in
Venezuela.

Where there is war and conflicts there are the hands of US imperialism and its allies. The war in
Afghanistan, Syria, Yamen, Iraq and other parts of the world are the clear examples. We also expect
our brothers and sisters in Latin America to support the anti occupation resistance in Afghanistan and
maintain their solidarity with the people and revolutionary movement in Afghanistan.

The  governments  those  under  the  dictate  of  US  imperialism  cancelled  the  membership  of
Venezuela in Mercosur must remember that they have tightening the chains of slavery on their own
necks and tomorrow will be their turn to be toppled by US imperialism.

- Long live the workers struggle in Venezuela and Brazil for the rights and gains of workers!

- Long live workers solidarity around the world against war and intervention of US and Nato! 

Left Radical of Afghanistan (LRA)
August 6, 2017.



SWITZERLAND
Fight within the socialist Party on the counter-reform of retirement pensions

by Micky Zimmermann, member and elected representative of the  Geneva Socialist Party 

“Any activist  who  still  holds  the
founding principles of socialism dear
can  doubt  no  more:  it  is  common
knowledge  that  everywhere  in
Europe,  where  socialist  parties  are
paying the price for their disrepute in
varying degrees,  it  is  because of the
policies of collusion being led by their
respective  leaderships  and  mandate-
holders, always in the name of the so-
called  and  fraudulent  idea  of  the
general interest.

“In Switzerland, under the cover -
of  course  -  of  serving  the  general
interest, the leadership of the socialist

party has taken the lead in the defence
of  a  sweeping counter-reform of  the
retirement  system,  decided  by  the
coalition government.

“But in Geneva, a majority of the
rank  and  file  SP  canton  branches
opposed pushing retirement age to 65
for  women,  as  well  as  many  other
attacks provided for by this shameful,
multi-party  counter-reform  of  retire-
ment pensions, and they took action to
fight it against the national leadership.
They joined in an appeal for a referen-
dum  with,  among  others,  dissident
trade union groups. It should be noted

that,  as  their  cadres  are  mostly
socialist  party,  the  major  national
trade union federations were manoeu-
vred by the apparatuses into defending
the anti-social collusion concluded in
the state's top circles.

“Everywhere and at all  times, the
questions that must needs be answered
concretely are:  how can divisions be
solved,  how can  obstacles  be  lifted,
how  can  factors  of  confusion  be
dissipated  and  blockages  be  circum-
vented, in order to achieve the needed
unity to mobilise most  massively,  so
demands can be met.”

BELGIUM
“Fighting the poison of division between Walloon and Flemish”

“The Michel government, made up
of four parties, was instituted in 2014.
Its  agenda  fits  in  with  European
Union  requirements:  achieving  debt
reduction,  “reforming”  the  labour
market  (scrapping  the  38  hour  work
week), pushing retirement aged to 67,
privatisations  and modifying  indexes
(competitiveness), etc.

“Faced  with  such  an  anti-social
war  machine,  the  ever-present  ques-
tion is that of mobilising against the
government.  On  19 May,  the  FGTB
(the General Federation of Labour of
Belgium)  organised  a  2,000-strong
gathering of its members in Brussels.
The  aim  of  this  very  limited
mobilisation  was  to  ask  the  govern-
ment to  “change its course”, to  “re-
establish  better  social  and  taxation
justice” - slogans  which  are  hardly
likely to get many people mobilised,
as nobody can really believe that these
things can happen.

“In  L'Avenir (19  May),  Marc
Goblet  (the secretary of the FGTB -
Ed.N) who at the onset was planning a
4,000-strong  gathering,  expressed
what he felt  in this way:  “Decisions
are also made within the federations.
Personally,  I  thought  something else
should have been done in the present

context  (…) But,  contrary  to  what
some  would  have,  I  do  not  make
decisions alone. If it were only up to
me....”  The  least  that  can  be  said  is
that this shows the deep unease within
the FGTB apparatus.

“Workers  however  are  entitled  to
demanding  unity  against  the  Michel
government  and  against  EU require-
ments.  Giving  prominence  to  the
common  character  of  these  attacks
and to the  unity of  the  Flemish and
Walloon workers is the  sine qua non
condition  for  toppling  the  govern-
ment.

“But  within the  FGTB,  this point
of view is not always the rule. So, in
its  recent  issue  (19  May  1917),  the
organ  of  the  MWB  (the  FGTB
Walloon  Brussels  metal  workers)
explains  the  government's  agenda  in
this way: “It is said that 25% hospital
beds should disappear. The worst ….
for the Walloon ….. is to be expected
if one listens to what is leaked out of
the  Minister's  plans.  The  demogra-
phic  allocation  index  will  obviously
penalise  Walloon  patients  who  can
expect the closure of the smaller and
more decentralised units (…) Flemish
nationalists openly say so. The leader
of  N-VA  explains  that  the  Walloon

should  be  made  disgusted  with
Belgium.”

“One  could  remark,  for  instance,
that  cutting hospital  beds by 25% in
Belgium just mirrors the Touraine law
in France, which duly carries out the
orders of the European Union. It is a
law that  attacks  the  “small”,  provin-
cial  hospitals  but  also  the  ones  in
cities.  But  there are no Walloon and
no Flemish in France.

“We have  no  reason to  play into
the  hand  of  those  who  seek  to  sow
division among us by saying that what
is actually decided at the top levels is
the  result  of  a  contention  between
Flemish  and  Walloon.  Everyone  can
understand that  if there is something
to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  unity
between the workers of Belgium, the
government can go about its business
as  usual.  But  this  is  not  over.
Whatever  the  manoeuvring,  workers
remain  organised  in  countrywide
unions.  But  fighting  the  poison  of
division  is  indispensable  so  workers
can win.”

Excerpts from the bulletin of the Unity 
Committee – Eenheidscomité, published 
in French and Flemish, which fights “for 
the unity of workers countrywide”


