
MOROCCO
Eight months of popular mobilisation in the Rif region

As Macron makes his first official visit to the King of
Morocco,  the  popular  mobilisation  that  started  on
October 2016 in the Rif region has spread throughout the
whole country.  A Moroccan militant  who endorsed the
Mumbai  Manifesto  Against  War,  Exploitation  and
Precarious Labour has sent this correspondence.

During  over  eight  months,  the  region  of  the
Moroccan Rif has been simmering in revolt. The death
of fish vendor Mouhcine Fikri was but the last straw,
giving rise to an unprecedented  intifada (uprising) in
the region and across the whole country.

A deep-rooted movement 

The Rif region has been marginalised ever since the
country's independence. Activists and fractions of the
region's  national  liberation movement  had  refused  to
surrender their weapons after the Spanish colonists left,
saying  that  independence  was  not  complete.  At  the
time,  the  regime  chose  to  integrate  some  of  those
elements into the State apparatus, (the army especially)
and drove the others to exile, dooming the rebellious
region to impasse and chaos. It specifically encouraged
some to invest in the production of hashish (encoura-
ged at the time by king Mohammed V (1)), and drove
the others to seek exile in Europe.

For decades,  the regions and its inhabitants lived
only  on  immigration,  producing  hashish,  the  black-
market  (especially  in  the  Melila  and  Ceuta  enclaves
(2)) and fishing.

But  the  free  trade  agreements  between  Morocco,
the  European  Union  and  the  United  States  have
destroyed the fishing sector and have allowed for the
creation of free trade zone, especially in Tangier. The
abolishing  of  customs  duties  has  killed  the  black-
market. The world economic crisis that has pummelled
European capitalist  countries,  especially Spain where
thousands of Moroccan people worked as rural labour
or in the building sector, has closed the way of escape
that  emigration  represented,  “liberating”  people  from
the dream. Massive unemployment resulting from the
economic restructuration-destruction agenda, from the
disintegration  and  the  devastation  of  free-trade
agreements that has plundered the nation's wealth.... all
that  has  built  the  keystone  of  this  unprecedented
mobilisation.

Since the decade of 1950 - 1960, the relationships
between the region and the central regime have been
badly strained. In a televised speech in January 1984,
after the uprising for bread - and against the structural
adjustment measures plans imposed at the time by the
IMF and the World Bank – had been crushed (3), King
Hassan II (4) called the people of the region “Apaches”.

For half a dozen years, the regime has been trying
to calm the situation thanks to the “fair treatment and
reconciliation” programme (among others). This mean-
ingless slogan, which has never come with any actual
economic and social investment, nor job creation, nor
social or political liberties, has only resulted in a more
highly strained situation, all the more so as thousands

of Moroccans who had lived in Europe were returning
to  their  home  country  to  try  and  build  a  future  for
themselves there.

The political backdrop of the Rif Intifada

Mass  mobilisations  have  steadily  escalated  since
the tragic death of fish vendor Mouhcine Fikri, crushed
to death in a trash truck on October 28 th 2016. They
have revolved around legitimate social demands. Those
protests coincided with Morocco's re-joining the Afri-
can Union (January 30th 2017),  i.e.  with the regime's
caving in to the US agenda in the region, including the
recognition of the Polisario Front,  which is a consti-
tutive item of the African Union (5).

Right after Morocco joined this institution, which is
a  conveyor  belt  of  North  American  imperialism's
agenda, the Moroccan chief of State travelled to south
Sudan  to  establish  political  relationships  with  Salva
Kiir's government (6).

In Morocco, the regime was rent by political and
institutional  crisis,  marked  by  the  paralysis  of  the
government:  during  several  months  after  the  general
elections, no government could be formed.

Very  soon  after  the  beginning  of  protests,  the
political parties of the majority (Islamist PJD, RNI, MP,
USFP of the socialist  International,  UC and Stalinist
PPS)  tried,  in  a  press  communiqué,  to  shame  the
protesters  who, they said,  “had stepped over the red
line”!  Other  forces  linked  to  alter-globalisation,  to
Podemos in Spain and to similar currents in the Nether-
lands,  in  France  and  in  Belgium,  have  attempted  to
distort the movement, seeking to drive it towards the
precedent of the Aarouches (7) of Algerian Kabylia.

True,  several  protesters  among  the  immigrant
populations, especially in Rotterdam (Netherlands) and
in Brussels, chanted separatist slogans (demanding that
“the Rif be emancipated from Moroccan colonialism”
among others). But all that is alien to the genuine mass
movement  in  the  region  and  the  support  marches
organised in several cities of the country, especially in
Casablanca and Rabat; the most recent one organised
on  Sunday  June  11th,  was  joined  by  over  40,000
demonstrators.  This  shows that  this  Rif  intifada is  a
social and popular  intifada, which has seen the young
and the workers rising up against the regime, against
Hogra (8) and injustice.

A process underway and uncompleted

The heroic combat where tens of thousand young,
women  and  workers  are  standing  up  against  the
policies  of  the  regime  and  of  its  administration
- marked  especially  by  the  Women’s  March  of  last
March 8th -  is  a model  to be followed by the whole
country and  the  whole  region.  It  is  a  fight  that  has
nothing in common with so-called “Arab Spring”. This
fight  requires  a  national  political  organisation,  an
organisation that will  dare proclaim: it  is  our nation;
our demands are national - not separatist - demands!

…/...



The regime could not silence the protests,
could not restrict them to the sole region of Al
Hoceima.  The arrests  of tens of members  of
the Hirak (movement) have only strengthened
the movement, which has spread to other cities
of  the  country,  among  them,  especially,  the
capital of Rabat. Here is the genuine response
to the lies  of  those who claim that  this  is  a
separatist  movement,  and to  the attempts  by
others to adulterate the movement by mixing it
with  separatism,  and  thereby  drive  it  into  a
dead-end.

It  is  a  process  that  is  underway  but
incomplete.  On the one hand,  forces  seek to
drive  the  movement  towards  regionalism  or
even  separatism,  therefore  aligning  with  the
policies  of  destruction  of  nations  and  their
sovereignty;  on  the  other  hand,  the  masses,

clinging  to  the  defence  of  their  rights  and
demands,  using the Rif  intifada to  spread to
other cities and towns of the country, to other
sectors  of  the working  class  movement.  The
only solution is to break free from the circle,
towards a genuine national mass movement for
the Constituent Assembly.

Y. L.
–
Footnotes added by the editors
(1) Sultan (1955-1957) then king of Morocco (1957-
1961)

(2) Two cities on the coast of Morocco. They have
been  claimed  by  Morocco  since  its  independence
(1956), but remain Spanish colonies.

(3) On January 19th 1984 in Al Hoceina and Nador,
students marched against the rising application fees
and the whole population rose along with them for
bread,  against  the  structural  adjustment  plans

ordered by the IMF and the World Bank. Hassan II's
response was brutal repression.

(4) King  of  Morocco  from 1961  to  1999  and  the
father of current king Mohammed VI.

(5) At the onset, the Polisario Front was supported
by the government of Algeria and the leadership of
the  USSR.  It  demands the  independence  of  South
Morocco,  Western  Sahara.  Since  the  beginning  of
the 1990s, the US administration has taken up this
demand  in  the  framework  of  its  nation-
dismembering policies.

(6) Salva Kiir is the president of South Sudan who
seceded from Sudan in 2011 with the  help  of  US
administration  and  drew  the  borderlines  of  the
region to match the location of mineral resources.

(7) Tradition tribal  structures  in  Kabylia,  exploited
in Algeria  by separatist  movements  which seek to
challenge  the  unity  of  the  Algerian  nation,  which
comprises Arabs and Berbers.

(8) In Arab: humiliation and unfair treatment

GREAT BRITAIN
After the General Election in Britain

“ Back to the the reality of class politics ”
The 8 June elections saw Theresa May’s conser-
vative government lose its absolute majority in
Parliament,  thanks  to  a  breakthrough  by  the
Labour Party,  which had included some of  the
workers demands in its Manifesto. A real class
vote.  Here  is  a  first  collective  assessment  of
these  elections  by  activists  from  England  and
Scotland,  and their  view (1)  of  the issues now
confronting the labour movement.

“A conference to re-instate clause four (2)“

“Last  week’s  general  election  brought
back  the  reality  of  class  politics.  Media
attention has turned to “soft/hard” Brexit .

(It  is)  simply a desperate attempt to sow
confusion  and  overturn  the  decision  of  17
million voters.

This manoeuvring will fail, we are leaving
the  EU and all  that  it  entails.  This,  for  the
working  class,  means  no  single  market,  no
customs union and no subjection to European
Court  of  Justice  anti-trade  union/working
class judgements... 

Five months is sufficient time for resurgent
Labour  Party,  to  hold  a  full  parliamentary
candidates  selection/reselection  process,  to
hold  at  least  one  annual  conference  to  re-
instate  clause  four  (1),  to  change  eligibility
criteria  for  the  election  of  leader/deputy
leader, to remove  intransigent, obstructive full
time apparatchiks“

Raymond Mennie, Communist Party of Britain – 
CPB; Unite The Union ; Unifier Dundee TUC

“I would have liked a more positive statement
regarding Brexit from Labour“

“It was a positive result but wish Labour
had been able to win outright.

I would have liked a more positive state-
ment regarding Brexit from Labour –rail, and
zero hours, “

Ann Green General Secretary British Pensioners
& Trade Union Action Association ; NO2EU

“For a Brexit in the interests 
of the working class“

“The Manifesto that included some of the
demands that led the working class to vote to
leave  the  EU  in  2016  enabled  the  Labour
Party to make tremendous progress by attrac-
ting the youth and getting reconciled with part
of its electorate that disagreed with the call to
vote remain in 2016. One of the lessons to be
drawn  is  that  if  the  party  now  adopts  a
position in favour of a Brexit in the interests of
the working class   the youth, working people
will mobilise to enable it to come to power.“ 

Mike Calvert Labour Party, Islington Unison 
Deputy Branch Secretary 

“The Scottish Labour Party is now faced
with a stark choice“

“In England and Wales Labour surged by
10.2%  winning  dozens  of  seats  from  the
Tories. That is not what happened in Scotland.
It was the Tories who surged by 13.2%. The
Scottish  Labour  Party  (SLP)  managed  a
modest  3.2% gain and the Scottish National
Party  (SNP)  dropped  by 13.0%.  The SLP is
now  faced  with  a  stark  choice.  It  either
embraces the Corbyn agenda and acts to de-
fend the oppressed and challenge capitalism
or it colludes with the oppressors“

Vince Mills, Labour Party, member Glasgow 
TUC, former Secretary Labour Leave Scotland 

“A light at the end of the tunnel“

“In Scotland, the Tories have had relative
success by pretending to  have nothing to do
with the UK Tory agenda. The result is a huge
blow to the credibility  of  both  Theresa May
and the Tory Party, while it has given Jeremy
Corbyn  and  Labour  an  opportunity  to
demonstrate  the  potential  appeal  of  progres-
sive politics.  There is potentially light at  the
end of the tunnel“.

Mike Arnott Labour Party, Secretary Dundee TUC

“Hatred of the Tories and the obvious effect that
their policies“

“Hatred  of  the  Tories  and  the  obvious
effect that their policies are having on working
class people led to an increased majority for
LP representatives. The LP apparatchiks kept
very quiet about socialist policies. The right-
wing of the Party have already declared that
they  intend  to  split,  forming  a  new  organi-
sation  called  'The  Peoples  Labour  Party'!
They've  been  hoping  that  the  LP suffered  a
real  defeat  in  the  election  that  they  could
unseat Corbyn.“ 

Paul Filby Secretary Merseyside TUC 

“The withdrawal of all the troops
is more necessary than ever“

“We  have  had  a  huge  surge  in  young
voters.  Largely  in  university  towns.  The
manifesto stood against registration fees. 

People  appear to  be coming back to the
collective.  Hopefully  labour  will  be  able  to
capitalise on their success.

After  the  Manchester  and  the  London
attacks,  it  is  clear  that  withdrawing  all  the
troops is more necessary than ever.“ 

Doreen McNally former Liverpool Women of the 
Waterfront , Liverpool Unite Community Branch 

1 – In their personal capacity

2 – Refers  to  part  of  the constitution of
the Labour Party which sets out the aims and
values  of  the  party.  Clause  4  stood  for  the
common  ownership of  the means  of  produc-
tion,  distribution  and  exchange.  It  was  sup-
pressed in 1995 at the initiative of Tony Blair 

Contributions collected by J.-P. Barrois


