
HAÏTI
The working class resists, the working class makes its demands, but it negotiates!

CANADA
Quebec’s National Assembly passes strikebreaking legislation

For  the  third  consecutive  week,  hundreds  of
workers from different factories in Port au Prince,
Carrefour and in  the North  East,  flanked by their
trade  unions,  were  out  on  demonstration  Friday
26th,  Monday 29th and Tuesday 30th May,  so as to
maintain pressure on bosses and the government
The following are excerpts from comrade Berthony
Dupont's  editorial  in  the  weekly  Haiti  Liberté  of
which he is editor-in-chief.

“For several weeks now the new leaders (of
the country – editor's note) have advanced step by
step on an incoherent policy aimed at fooling the
popular masses, victims of shameful exploitation
by foreign and national capitalists. Nevertheless,
some  trade  unions  - with  the  exception  of
transport unions - are managing as well as they
can  to  stay  standing,  simply  demanding  an
improvement in working conditions for male and
female workers who have been totally ignored by
their bosses. For some time now demonstrations
have been sprouting up everywhere; among them
that of teachers, followed by high school students
demanding  teachers  be  paid  so  they  return  to
their classrooms. (…) 

For  almost  a  fortnight  now workers  on  the
assembly  line  in  a  subcontracted   factory  have
been demanding an increase in wages indexed on
the cost of living, without forgetting the demands
of  students  from  different  universities  in  the
country,  calling  for  good  conditions  and
appropriate sanitary measures (...)”

“There is no need to mince words: this is class
struggle, and what we can deduct from all these
observations  is  that  the  Moïse-Lafontant
administration  has  ventured  on  an  unfortunate
course  and that their  boat is  about to  come up
against  the  reef  of  the  people.  (...)   We  must
understand that if these small demands from the
categories who have been most wronged can get
set  up  and  well  organised  under  consequent
leadership, they can indeed block the pernicious
manoeuvres of those who are responsible for this
atrocious  misery,  this  abject  poverty,  for  this
planned  exploitation  of  popular  masses  and
giving rise to major wars, and they can then open
the way to a project of national liberation.” 

Working  class  mobilizations  are  spreading
throughout Canada as collective bargaining agree-
ments are set to be renegotiated. The last collec-
tive  agreement  at  Canadian  National  Railways
(CN), which has a 100,000-strong workforce, was
signed in 2014. The workers, who had massively
mobilized  in  its  defence,  were  about  to  start  a
strike on May 19th 2017, when the leader of the
union,  Stéphanie  Lacroix,  announced  that  a
‘verbal agreement’ had been reached with the CN
management. ‘It’s always a good thing to avert a
strike’ she said in a press statement and added that
‘the  preliminary  deal  will  be  voted  upon  by
members in the coming days or weeks’. 

In the province of Quebec, the 175,000 cons-
truction sector workers and their unions - coalesced
into the Alliance Syndicale, an alliance of construc-
tion  unions -  are  demanding  an  update  of  their
collective bargaining agreements (which expired on
April 30th), a retroactive application of the agree-
ments and wage increases. As for the bosses, they
have  sought  to  undermine  the  very  principle  of
collective bargaining agreements as they proposed 

to  replace them by ‘work-life  balance’ measures.
The unions rejected the proposals.

In the strike ballots that have been held since
January, construction workers have voted 93.9 per
cent in favour of a strike; 94.9 per cent did so in
civil engineering and road works; 95.6 per cent in
the industrial sector and 95.4 per cent in commerce.

The workers had been on strike for five days
when the Liberal Party (which has a majority in
Parliament)  passed  a  ‘special  law’  forcing
employees to go back to work, sparking applause
from the bosses. In Parliament,  the Parti Québé-
cois and Québec Solidaire condemned a law that
‘shifts  the  balance  of  forces  in  favour  of  the
employers.’

The  Alliance  Syndicale  has  said  it  would
challenge the legislation in court. Workers were in
a very angry mood as they returned to work on
May 31st. 

Both events show that workers are not ready
to give up their demands. They herald an escala-
tion of the class struggle. 
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No need to mince words:
this is class struggle



TUNISIA
Pouring oil on the petrol

For several  weeks now, the unem-
ployed and the people of Tataouine, in
the south of Tunisia, have been block-
ing the oilrigs of El Kamour. They are
demanding  jobs  and  bread.  Several
days ago, they closed the oil pipeline. 

According to the Tunisian govern-
ment, the losses caused by the closing
of  the  pipeline  exceed  24  million
dinars  per  week  (about  9  million
euros, or 9.8 million US dollars) and
will  continue  to  increase  if  the  El
Kamour  sit-in  is  not  lifted.  The  El
Kamour  oil  wells  are  located  in  the
south  of  Tunisia  (in  the  regional
authority  of  Tataouine,  about  500
kilometres from Tunis) and are opera-
ted by the Italian-Tunisian oil compa-
ny, the SITEP. 

Since  23  April  2017,  the  unem-
ployed of the region have been sitting-
in, in a demand for better distribution
of the wealth and for priority hiring in
the  oil  companies.  Faced  with  the
demands  of  the  unemployed,  the
Tunisian  authorities  chose  to  use  an

iron fist: army soldiers in the oil fields
and  reinforcements  in  the  streets.
Conflicts  have  broken  out.  Tents  of
the sit-inners have been burnt, and the
police station in turn was set on fire.
One young person who had been hit
by a police car has died, and another
is  in  the  hospital,  gravely  injured.
Kebeli,  the  regional  authority  neigh-
bouring Tataouine, decreed a  general
strike  on  May 23rd.  Other  actions  in
solidarity have taken place even out-
side of Tunisia.

The sit-inners are accusing unknown
entities  of  sending  rioters  into  the
movement. As for the government, it is
accusing  “presidential  candidates”  of
being behind the movement.

The  El  Kamour  sit-in  has  re-
ignited the debate on oil  and natural
wealth. Those who demand nationali-
zation  are  rare.  Many  are  fighting
against the opacity of the mining and
oil contracts. In 2013, the majority of
the MPs in the Constituent Assembly
refused that an article be written into

the  Constitution,  making  it  compul-
sory  for  the  State  to  make  these
contracts public.

On May 23, the movement conti-
nues,  but  the  debate  has  been
hijacked: the armed military arrest of
eight businessmen and political heads
has  re-opened the  debate  on  corrup-
tion. A few weeks earlier, the govern-
ment had sought to impose a law of
amnesty for instances of corruption. Is
this a contradiction? No; when every-
one starts talking oil and “nationaliza-
tion”, the government prefers to speak
of “corruption”… a lesser evil.

On June 2nd, the Minister of Mines
and  Renewable  Energy  announced
that the production of natural gas and
oil  “has been halted in the Tunisian
south” and  that  the  State  “is  consi-
dering  an  increase  in  the  price  of
fuel”.  Thus,  a  collective  punishment
that  just  may pour  oil  on  the  petrol
and inflame the streets.

By our correspondent Anis Ramdhani

GUADELOUPE
“If something is ‘on the move ’ in Guadeloupe, it is repression!”

The French weekly  La Tribune des
Travailleurs has published the point of
view of the former general secretary of
the  UGTG  (General  Union  of  Guade-
loupe Workers) after the May 31st court
proceedings  against  Eli  Domota,  the
UGTG’s current general secretary.

“The trial against Eli Domota is a
way of  muzzling social  movement in
Guadeloupe. This is not the first time
that trade union activists, and particu-
larly the activists of the UGTG, have
been threatened,  and taken to court.
What is clear is that if something is ‘on
the move’ in Guadeloupe, it is repression! 

“The  trial  gave  rise  to  numerous
worker  mobilizations  against  the
repression and for putting an end to
the  proceedings  against  Eli  Domota
and the trade union organizations. We
know  that  one  UGTG  activist  was
wounded  during  these  protests.
Among  the  sectors  that  have

mobilized  there  are  the  workers  of
Routes  de  Guadeloupe (road  cons-
truction), which is a public company
on  strike  against  the  non-respect  of
engagements made by the president of
the Regional Council.

“The legal action brought against
Eli Domota by the CEO of BMW has
been  postponed  to  July.  The  autho-
rities in power think that there will be
less  mobilization during the summer
holiday  period,  just  as  do  all  the
governments  who  have  sought  over
the  years  to  pass  heinous  laws  in
July-August.  Those  who  take  trade
union activists to court need to know
that the social movement never goes
on holiday!

“The media are today focused on
the legislative elections in France and
are keeping silent on the social move-
ment.  But  that  doesn’t  make  the
movement  any  the  lesser.  There  are

strikes in many sectors of activity, with
particular demands. The farm workers
in the banana sector are on strike on a
dozen plantations  around the town of
Capesterre-Belle Eau; the mobilization
is very strong.

“The  month  of  May  has  always
been a turbulent period – because the
massacre of the construction workers
by  the  gendarmerie  in  Mé  67  (May
1967)  lives  on  in  the  minds  of  the
workers, and also because the month
of  May is  the period for negotiating
wages and salaries (the ‘annual com-
pulsory negotiations’).

“Quite  obviously,  with  this  trial
against  Eli  Domota,  the  system  has
decided  to  attack  the  trade  union
organizations that are hurting it, and
in  particular  the  UGTG,  which  is
highly active on the ground.”

Interview conducted on June 1st 2017


