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“Nothing is more urgent than breaking with the grand coalition”

After  last  May  14th’s  historic  defeat  of  the
German  Social-Democratic  Party  in  the  tradi-
tional bastions of labour, Heinz-Werner Schuster
from the  Freie Plattform fur Arbeiterpolitik (the
Free Platform for Workers Policy) draws up the
balance sheet.

Regional elections took place on the 14th of
May in three Lander: the Sarre, the Schleswig
Holstein and the North Rhine-Westphalia. The
latter (abbreviated NRW in German, having a
population  of  17  million  inhabitants)  is  an
industrial region, historically the labour bastion
of  the  Social-Democratic  Party  (the  SPD).
These regional elections were marked, in NRW,
by a historic defeat of the SPD and the presi-
dent of the Land, Hannelore Kraft. This defeat
was  firstly  and  above  all  due  to  the  SPD’s
traditional labour voters’ rejection of the poli-
tics of the Agenda.

The politics of the Agenda were launched in
2003-2004 by the Social-Democratic Chancel-
lor Schroder, and have consisted in a series of
measures deregulating labour law (the Hartz-IV
laws)  and  social  insurance.  These  measures
have been kept up and worsened by the govern-
ment of the grand coalition (between the SPD
and the Christian Democratic Union, the CDU),
led by Merkel since 2013.

400,000 workers, retirees and unemployed
have refused to vote for the SPD

In  NWR  on  this  May  14th,  the  SPD  lost
400,000  votes  and  obtained  31.2%  of  the
suffrage. This loss of hundreds of thousands of
voices amongst the labour voters who traditio-
nally  vote  for  the  SPD  have  not  benefitted
Merkel’s  party,  the  CDU:  the  CDU  has
recorded its second-worse results. A part of the
electors  of  the  right  who  didn’t  vote  for  the
CDU gave their votes to the small liberal party
the  FDP,  eliminated  from the  Bundestag  (the
parliament) in 2013 and which is not a member
of the government. The Greens lost nearly half
of their electorate and Die Linke (“The Left”),
with 4.9% of the vote, has not passed the 5%
barrier, although it has doubled its number of
votes.  Even if  the SPD candidates have been
elected  in  the  traditional  labour  sectors,  it  is
also  here  that  the  SPD has  suffered  its  most
significant  losses,  among  the  retired,  the
workers  and  the  unemployed.  It  is  here  that

voter  participation,  already  lower  than  the
average, has collapsed.

In Düsseldorf, one young person (less than 25 years
of age) out of four lives below the poverty line
The  Land  of  North-Rhine  Westphalia  is

deeply divided: gigantic  fortunes on one side
and crass poverty on the other. Under the res-
ponsibility of Minister of the Interior Jäger, 66
municipalities of the Land have been included
in the “consolidation” pact, a financial austerity
plan that demands massive axing of jobs among
the municipal and public services personnel.

These regions are, after Bremen, the poorest
of the ex-Federal Republic of Germany. This is
where the workers who have been the victims
of  the  Agenda  policies  live,  the  Agenda  of
deregulating,  precarity  and  poverty.  In  the
Arnsberg area (east of the Ruhr), 25.1% of the
young  people  (under  age  18)  live  below  the
poverty  line.  This  is  a  rate  that  goes  up  to
25.7% in the Düsseldorf area (west of the Ruhr,
Lower Rhine).

A policy of reducing workforce
and assisting lay-offs

Now, during the campaign, Hannelore Kraft
made  repeated  declarations  of  the  type:  “No
child  must  be left  aside”,  seeking to  distance
herself – using “social” speech – from the SPD
leader Schultz, an ultra pro-European, who was
running the legislative campaign for the party.

But it is precisely there, where the number
of children living  below the poverty line  has
broken  all  records  –  that  Hannelore  Kraft,
despite  her  declarations,  suffered  the  most
brutal electoral losses. 

This  is  a  sanction  from the  labour  voters
against the policies that she has carried out as
president  of  the  Land,  imposing  cuts  in  the
regional public budget. Jointly with the social-
democrat mayor of Dusseldorf, she boosted a
programme for the axing of 2,000 jobs (one out
of five) among municipal employees.

Let  us  add  that  Hannelore  Kraft  is  a
member  of  the  board  of  the  Krupp  foun-
dation, which led the metal workers union IG
Metall in the factories of the Thyssen-Krupp
group  to  publically  denounce  her  “lack  of
support”,  when the  workers  are  faced  with
the threat of lay-offs and closures.          

…/...



Break with the grand coalition!
What the SPD leadership has just

paid  for  in  these  elections  is  its
subordination to Merkel’s grand coa-
lition,  which  has  applied  all  the
policies of the Agenda and the capita-
lists. In October 2016, the newspaper
Freie  Plattform  fur  Arbeiterpolitik
(the  Free  Platform  for  Workers

Policy) wrote: “The leadership of the
SPD,  that  claims  to  be  from  the
labour origins in the party, has turned
away  from  the  wage-earners  by
submitting  to  the  positions  of  the
European  Union,  the  IMF  and  the
Troika. The result  of this orientation
has  been  that  entire  sections  of  the
working  class  and  the  trade  unions

have turned away from the SPD.”

In view of the September general
elections, nothing is more urgent than
breaking with the grand coalition, with
the demands of the EU, the Junckers,
the Merkels, the Macrons and particu-
larly  with  the  policy  of  zero  deficit
and the politics of the Agenda. . 

H.-W. Schuster

Correspondence received by the International Workers Committee (IWC)

Burundi: fuel shortage
“For more than two months now,

public transport vehicles and private
vehicles  as  well  have  been  hunting
everyday for the few drops of fuel still
left in the petrol station pumps, both
in the capital  of  Bujumbura and the
interior of the country. ‘Where to find
fuel?’ is  the question on everybody’s
lips. For several months, its shortage
in the capital,  as out-of-town and in
the countryside, has been sinking the
country  into  psychosis.  (…)  For  the
survival of the Burundi people, it has
become  urgently  necessary  to  break
with the diktats of the World Bank, the
IMF and the European Union of price
hikes,  of  speculation  and  privatiza-
tion, of the paying back of the foreign
debt, and – in the immediate – to take
measures  for  nationalization  without
compensation, without the possibility
of  buying  out  all  the  country’s
resources  and wealth,  and to  cancel
all of the foreign debt” (excerpt from
the Tribune Libre des Travailleurs, the
weekly newspaper of the Party of the
Workers and Democracy, issue n° 97,
April 2017). 

Hungary: for the release
of Judit Szima!

The trade unionist Judit Szima was
jailed  on  the  11th of  May.  This  court
decision, after a trumped-up trial,  was
the continuation of years of harassment
against her trade union, as much under
the  government  of  the  Hungarian
“socialist”  party  as  under  that  of  the
conservative Viktor Orban. Labour acti-
vists gathered on 11 May in front of the
prison to  protest  against  the  decision.
Another gathering took place on May
18 in front  of  the  Sandor Palace (the
presidential palace) in Budapest.

Azania (South Africa): General Motors
announces that it is leaving the country

The American multinational Gene-
ral  Motors  (GM)  announced  at  a
meeting on May 17th with representa-
tives  of  the  metal  workers  union
NUMSA (affiliated with the new trade
union, the SAFTU) that it intended to
withdraw its investments in the South
African market. This would lead to a
complete end to the manufacturing of
Chevrolet  cars,  and  GM’s  ceding  its
production  in  Port  Elizabeth  to  the
Japanese  constructor  Isuzu,  as  of
January 2018. One thousand labourers
work  for  GM,  500  of  them  for
Chevrolet, and the immense majority
of them are members of the NUMSA
union. It is a decision that was taken
unilaterally,  which  has  just  been  de-
nounced by Irvin Jim, the president of
the trade union. 

Belgium: Threats against the railway
workers’ right to strike

The  Committee  Unity-Eenheids-
comite,  which  groups  workers,  acti-
vists  and  youth  for  the  unity of  the
working class, has reacted to the an-
nouncing  of  a  government  project
against the right to strike at the SNCB
(the Belgian National Railways Com-
pany). This is a draft bill that aims at
impeding  the  free  exercise  of  the
railway workers’ right to strike, in the
name  of  a  so-called  “minimum
service”.  The  newspaper  L’Echo (12
May)  states  that  after  the  govern-
ment’s  agreement,  “the  text  should
make  its  way  to  the  MPs’ desks  by
end-June, early July at the latest”.

One of the objectives of the law is
to facilitate the government’s requisi-
tioning  of  non-striking  personnel,  in
order  to  assign  them  to  switching

cabins,  the  role  of  which  is  crucial
during a strike. It is essential that the
trade unions react without delay to nip
this  project  in  the  bud.  For  the
Committee Unity-Eenheidscomite, an
attack against the right to strike at the
SNCB  is  an  attack  against  all  the
workers’ right to strike. 

Senegal: Peasants from the village of
Keur Moussa mobilize against land

grabbing
On May 14th,  a popular mobiliza-

tion against the appropriation of 680
hectares (over 1680 acres) of land was
held  in  the  village  of  Keur  Moussa,
about 50 kilometres north of Dakar. A
big family of landowners has attemp-
ted to take over fields belonging to the
farmers,  citing  a  property  title  that
dates  from 66 years  ago.  Calling on
the Senegalese government to involve
itself  in  the seeking of a solution in
order  to  restore  the  rights  of  the
peasant families, we will never accept
that these lands be confiscated to the
detriment  of  the  people  of  Keur
Moussa. Taking land from the peasant
families means stripping them of their
dignity  and  reducing  them  to  farm
workers on their own land.

France

The POID (the Independent and
Democratic  Workers  Party)  will
hold  its  congress  next  24  and 25
June.  We  ask  that  any  and  all
organizations and activists wishing
to do so please send their messages
of solidarity, which will be commu-
nicated to all the delegates.


