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Statement by the Democratic Independent Workers Party (POID)

 after the first round of the presidential election 

On 23 April, a fatal blow was delivered to the Fifth Republic. The two parties which for almost 60 years have
governed within the framework of its institutions – the Republicans and the Socialist Party – were eliminated in
the first round.

A huge rejection has been expressed. Rejection of the El Khomri labour law and the policy of the Hollande
government. Rejection of the policies that have been implemented for years by successive governments serving
the interests of the capitalists and the European Union. Rejection of the lay-offs, the privatisations, the blows
against the Social Security system, hospitals and schools. Rejection of the wars wages against the peoples.

This rejection was expressed in the rate of abstention, which reached its highest level (except for 2002) than
every one of the first rounds of the presidential election under the Fifth Republic, especially in the working-class
districts. It was also expressed in the vote for candidates who were perceived – at least partially – as responding
to that wish to reject, particularly for Jean-Luc Mélenchon and Benoît Hamon.

The results show that on 23 April, it would have been possible to take a step towards putting an end to the
hated institutions of the Fifth Republic and the European Union. This was not the case.

Workers, activists, youth, you know that for months the Democratic Independent Workers Party has been
waging a campaign for unity to put an end to the Fifth Republic and the European Union. Together with workers
and activists of other political tendencies and currents, it participated in the constitution of the  Movement for
breaking with the European Union and the Fifth Republic. It did so in the name of the struggle for a workers’
government that will express on class grounds the necessary response to the terrible situation that is affecting the
workers and youth.

As supporters of unity, the POID stated two months ago that as soon as Hamon and Mélenchon both declared
themselves in favour of repealing the El Khomri labour law, an agreement between the two candidates on a single
candidacy would open up a solution.

Unity was not achieved. The division orchestrated by these two candidates has resulted in a second round
between Le Pen and Macron.

Now what? More than ever, winning back democracy and labour rights is on the agenda. Democracy is not
the election once every five years of a king without a crown having full powers to strike at the workers and
satisfy the demands of the capitalists and bankers. Democracy can only mean something when the people have in
their hands the full power to eliminate the rejected institutions and to decide on new institutions.

This involves a Constituent Assembly elected on a fully proportional basis, with deputies who are mandated
and subject to recall having the power to take emergency measures to protect the people, to take control of the
banks, to ban lay-offs, to confiscate profits and to apply the money collected in this way to a programme of
investment and construction that responds to the needs of the people, and to withdraw French troops from every
theatre of operation. If democracy has any meaning, this must be a sovereign Constituent Assembly taking into its
hands full powers to eliminate straight away, right now, the regime of the Fifth Republic, a regime of personal
power.

What has just occurred in French Guiana is seen by all workers as an indication of the path to follow: when
the government authorities block and reject the workers’ demands, the mobilisation of the whole working class
and the people is the means to force those in power to retreat. What is true for French Guiana is true for the
workers  in  France.  It  is  through  united  mobilisation  that  we  will  make  them  retreat,  whoever  forms  the
government. To contribute to this, it is necessary to build a party.

Workers, activists, youth, do not listen to those who tell you that there is no longer any need for trade unions,
that there is no longer any need for political parties. Do not listen to those who counterpose a supposed “general
interest” to class interests and claim that the class struggle does not exist. Whatever they look like, those people
are leading the workers into a dead-end.

More than ever, the workers need independent trade unions. More than ever, they need workers’ parties to
express their interests.

Now what?
Regarding the second round on 7 May, the workers cannot place their confidence in Marine Le Pen, whose

programme is above all  based on opposing “the French” to “the immigrants”,  with the aim of diverting the
workers’ legitimate anger away from the capitalists and bankers who are responsible for unemployment and
poverty, away from the governments and institutions that are organising unemployment and poverty, and towards
their working-class brothers and sisters.

For all that, can Macron be considered a bulwark of democracy? On the evening of the first round, we heard
Macron issue emotional appeals for national unity. We also heard the leaders of the right, but also Benoît Hamon
and the  leaders  of  the  Socialist  Party,  Pierre  Laurent  (Communist  Party)  and Alexis  Corbière  (Melenchon’s
France Unbowed) call for a vote for Macron.
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In case we need reminding: Macron was one of the shapers of the El Khomri labour law, and he has pledged that once elected he will
strengthen that law and follow through to the end with putting the existence of trade unions into question, and will force the unemployed to
accept any job even if this means losing 25 per cent of their starting wage. Macron is Hollande, but worse. He is Sarkozy but worse, he is El
Khomri but worse.

Who can believe that a candidate whose programme is the destruction of labour rights, superexploitation and worsening poverty, could be
a bulwark of democracy?

The Democratic Independent Workers Party, true to the whole tradition of the labour movement, says: there is no democracy if social
rights are rolled back, there is no democracy based on the destruction of the Labour Code and labour rights, there is no democracy based on
threatening the existence of the trade unions.

Democracy means defending the guarantees of the working class that were won through and in the class struggle. The precondition for
democracy is the independence of the labour movement. It is to serve this struggle that we invite the workers, activists and youth to take part
in the open debates convened by the Democratic Independent Workers Party. A new period is beginning, new struggles are on the agenda. Let
us organise in order to face these in the best conditions.

One thing is certain: the Fifth Republic has no future and must be swept aside.

For  a  sovereign  Constituent  Assembly,  for  breaking  with  the  European  Union,  for  a  workers’ government:  join  the  Democratic
Independent Workers Party.
The National Bureau 
11.30 p.m., 23 April 2017

Campaign for the release of the Maruti 13 
“We wish to travel to India, as French trade unionists,

and to be able to listen to all concerned parties”
The extremely significant development throughout the French labour movement – as in many other countries - of the campaign for the release of
the Maruti trade union activists has led the Indian Embassy in Paris to write a response to all the trade unions that had sent a letter of protest.
Two secretaries from local Trades Union Councils of the town of Dreux in France (one from the CGT, the other from the CGT-FO) have taken this
opportunity to make a proposal.

Dreux, 22 April 2017

To His Excellency Doctor Mohan Kumar, Ambassador of India in France

Dear Mr Ambassador,

As elected officers of the CGT and CGT-FO local trades union councils of Dreux, we have received the letter that was sent by Mr Manish
Prabbat, Deputy Mission Chief at the Indian Embassy in Paris, to the very numerous organisations which, over the recent weeks, have been
asking the Indian Embassy in France to convey the demand to the authorities for the immediate release of the 13 Maruti Suzuki workers who
were sentenced to life imprisonment on March 18th.

We would first of all like to thank you for having a care to respond to our organisations which, like hundreds of local and county trades
union councils, as well as branch unions and organisations on the national level, have sent petitions to you for the release of our Indian
comrades.

We would also like to assure you that we certainly do not in the least wish to “denigrate the democratic institutions of India”. We
unconditionally advocate the freedom and sovereignty of the Indian nation and of all nations in general.

Our sole and unique motivation – in accordance with the traditions of international working class solidarity on which the working class
movement was founded – is to obtain the release of thirteen workers whom we consider to have been wrongfully sentenced.

Were, tomorrow, French workers to be sentenced to heavy prison terms because of their trade union activities, we would expect our
Indian and international comrades to show the same solidarity.

On behalf of Indian authorities, you draw attention to the verdict in the trial that resulted in life sentences for the thirteen Maruti-Suzuki
workers.

But you also point to the fact that “out of the 147 initial defendants, 117 were fully exonerated by the Haryana Court”, which means that
they were exonerated after having, as you know, spent up to four years in jail.

Moreover, you quite correctly add that the thirteen who have been given life sentences “also have the right to appeal to the High court
and, subsequently, to the Supreme court if necessary”.

Dear Mr Ambassador, 

We herewith would like to inform you of a proposal that we have discussed.

We wish to travel to India, in our capacity as French trade unionists, be able to listen to all concerned parties, and to report back to those
who have mandated us. This means that we wish, obviously, to meet our imprisoned Indian comrades, their comrades of the MSWU union,
their lawyers and the elected officers of the Indian trade unions that called a national day of mobilisation in early April.

But we also wish to meet the Indian authorities and the authorities of the state of Haryana, so as to hear all points of view and be able to
report, quite objectively, to French and international working class and democratic public opinion.

We are of course at your disposal, as of now, for a meeting with you in Paris.

We thank you again for your answer and assure you, Mr Ambassador, of our unfailingly attachment to the right of workers to freely
constitute the trade union organisations of their choosing.

James Bourgeois, General Secretary of the CGT local Trades Union Council
Dominique Maillot, Secretary of the CGT-FO local Trades Union Council


