
UNITED STATES
Nancy Wohlforth : “The American labor movement

must denounce the military build-up.”

Nancy Wohlforth is honorary general Secretary of
the OPEIU union. She was a long standing member
of the national executive committee of the AFL-CIO,
the  United States'  largest  trade  union federation.
Right on the eve of the 2003 Gulf War, she was one
of the founding members of US Labor Against War.
She  is  one  of  the  endorsers  of  the  Mumbai
Manifesto. We are publishing excerpts of an inter-
view she gave to The Organizer, American working
class newspaper.

Question: What is your reaction to the Trump
address to the joint session of Congress?

I am absolutely appalled. Trump announced
that  he was seeking an additional $54 billion
for war spending,  but this figure could go as
high  as  $84  billion  according  to  reports
published the day after his address to Congress.

And what a cruel joke to make us think we
will  be  more  secure.  That’s  one  of  Trump’s
biggest lies. Not to mention that this military
build-up will be at the expense of vital social
programs. 

If one were to believe Trump — and, alas,
too  many  people  actually  do —  the  United
States is under attack from hoards of enemies
both internal  and external.  So we must  circle
the wagons (1), build a wall on our border, arm
our  military  to  the  teeth,  and  militarize  our
police  (or  so  he told  the  CEOs at  the  White
House) 

But  the  exact  opposite  is  true.  It’s  our
government that is intervening in country after
country, establishing military bases around the
world, and funding invasions. Trump’s military
build-up will only make us less secure. 

Trump would also have us believe — ano-
ther outrageous lie — that the reason workers
are  out  of  jobs,  especially  good  jobs  with
benefits,  is  that  the  corporations  are  taxed  at
rates  much higher  than  anywhere  else  in  the
world.  So  his  answer  is  to  cut  corporate  tax
rates even further, so that their tax breaks will
supposedly  jump-start  the  economy  and  jobs
will trickle down. 

The fact is, as Bernie Sanders pointed out in

his rebuttal to Trump’s address, that U.S. cor-
porations pay little or no taxes(...)

What  should  the  labor  movement  do about
it? 

It  must  denounce  the  military  build-up,
expose the lies, and join the hundreds of thou-
sands  of  activists  in  the  streets  — in  labor
contingents — to oppose all  of Trump’s reac-
tionary agenda.

Unfortunately,  the  labor  movement  has
failed to do this, with a few notable exceptions.
I  was  astonished  that  [AFL-CIO  President]
Richard  Trumka  did  not  even  mention  the
military  build-up  and  the  need  to  move  the
money toward jobs and social  services in  his
various  TV interviews  the  day  after  Trump’s
address to Congress.

Most  important,  the  labor  movement  as  a
whole  should  be  campaigning  for  "Medicare
For  All"  (i.e.  a  universal  healthcare  system
which,  in  the  USA we  call  “Single  Payer”
healthcare-  Ed.N).  Yes,  we  must  defend  the
gains  that  were  contained  in  the  Affordable
Care  Act (Obama's  healthcare “reform”),  but,
as we all know, the Act itself had many serious
flaws. And it is not what we all truly want and
need — which is Medicare For All.

Here is the perfect opportunity, when there
is a heated discussion nationwide about “how
to solve this healthcare crisis?”, as well as huge
openings  to  push  forward  new  solutions,  to
launch a  nationwide campaign for  a  real  and
lasting  solution:  Medicare  For  All.  It  is
frustrating beyond belief that the top leadership
of the labour movement is not agitating around
this issue day and night.

Mind you, a few good statements have been
issued  by  the  AFL-CIO.  One  example  is  the
statement  issued  jointly  with  the  Canadian
Labor  Congress  denouncing  the  travel  ban
against  the  seven  countries  with  a  Muslim
majority(...)

But there  needs to  be more resolve,  more
mobilizations, more independent action. 

(1) A phrase dating back to Frontier times when pioneers put
the wagons in a circle as a protection.

The defense budget will be increased at 
the expense of social expenses.

The labor movement as a whole should 
be campaigning for “Medicare For All” 



UNITED STATES
Debate in the labor movement

In the same newspaper The Organizer (see previous page), three other activists express their views
on the current debate in the American labour movement (Excerpts)

GENE BRUSKIN,  trade  unionist,  one  of
the main founders and spokesperson of
the US Labor Against War coalition.

“Trump’s  'America  First'  is  going  to
put American working people last”

Trump’s  call  for  a  massive  $54
billion  military  build-up  is  appalling
and  unacceptable.  He  is  explicitly
taking the money from the public sector
and social programs to fund the military
build-up:  Public  libraries,  social
services,  Medicaid  (1),  the
Environmental  Protection  Agency
(EPA), the National Endowment of the
Arts  (which funds  community  theatres
in places as far away as Nebraska), and
so  much  more  are  going  to  be  shut
down.

Trump’s “America First” is going to
put American working people last,  but
it’s not just American workers who are
targeted; everybody around the world is
targeted.  His  domestic  policies  are
linked to his war policies abroad. (…)
On the home front, it’s with more cops
and  more  ICE  agents;  on  the
international front, it’s with more guns
and  military  bases.  This  is  a  crisis
moment for the labor movement, which
totally  tied  its  aspirations  to  a  failed
party:  the  Democratic  Party.  Labor  is
now everyone for themselves.  It  is far
from  clear  that  anyone  is  listening  to
what  [AFL-CIO  President  Richard]
Trumka  has  to  say.  The  unions  that
supported Bernie Sanders (2) are talking
to each other. They need to develop a
counter-pole  around  a  platform  of
demands that could include the fight for
a  $15  minimum  wage,  infrastructure,
the massive public works program that
we  want  (…)   with  union  labour  at
union  scale,  Single  Payer,  no  more
deportations, union rights.

(1) Healthcare system serving the most
destitute.
(2) Ran  against  Hillary  Clinton  in  the
Democratic party primaries. He was supported
by large sections of the labor movement. After
losing  the  primaries,  he  backed  Hillary
Clinton. He then  wished Donald Trump full
success.

CHRIS  SILVERA,  Member  of  the
leadership  of  the  Teamsters  Union  in
New  York  City  and  Past  President,
Teamsters National Black Caucus (group
of black  activists in the union). Attended
the Mumbai Conference as a delegate.

“We in the Labor movement must choose
to exert our power to win our demands.”

Some say  that  the  labor  movement
has  been  asleep  at  the  wheel  during
Trump’s first 100 days. But I say, labor
is in a coma, and if things don’t change,
it will soon be in a casket!

Trump has lured some in our labour
movement with the promise of jobs. But
what  kind  of  jobs  will  these  be?  Not
union  jobs,  not  living-wage  jobs,  not
jobs with benefits and safety protections
at work!

How can anyone trust a president that
has called for a national “right-to-work”
[i.e.  planned  « free  zones »  already
existing in 28 States in the US – Ed.N ]
law and that worked with Republicans
in Congress to submit a bill to ban the
union shop and destroy the trade union
movement? How can anyone trust,  let
alone  embrace,  a  president  that
nominated  a  labor-hating  corporate
CEO [Andrew Puzder]  to head up the
Labor Department?

Nor should labour accept the promise
of a job at the expense of our freedoms!
Take the child of Mohammed Ali, who
was born in Philadelphia and raised in
this  country.  He  was  stopped  at  a
Florida  airport  only  because  of  his
name. This cannot continue!(..)

We in organized labor may only be
10.6%  of  the  workforce  (7%  in  the
private  sector),  but  we  are  the  most
critical percentage of the workforce. We
are powerful, if only we choose to exert
our power to win our demands.

We need to cement our alliances with
the immigrant rights activists, the Black
youth  fighting  against  police  violence,
the  indigenous  people  fighting  to  pre-
serve  their  clean  water,  the  Muslim
sisters and brothers (….)

DONNA DEWITT, Past President, AFL-CIO
(the  main  US  trade  union  federation)
South Carolina

“It is necessary to change course and lay
out  a  new  direction  for  the  labor
movement”

The  message  from  Donald  Trump
was  outrageous.  It  does  not  take  a
calculator to conclude that  adding $54
billion dollars to a Defense Budget that
has  already  been  oversized  to  control
the  world,  $50  billion  for  U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE), $21 billion to build a Wall on the
border  with  Mexico  (...)  Wars  in  Iraq
and Afghanistan have resulted in hund-
reds of thousands of deaths and civilian
casualties, while the wars and conflicts
have  led  to  the  displacement  of  over
10.1 million people.

Trump's  budget  is  a  budget  of
military build-up and war — not peace
and diplomacy. It’s a policy that tram-
ples upon human and civil rights.

The  labor  movement  is  at  a  cross-
roads:  Either  it  rises  to  the  challenge
and  organizes  a  fightback  against
Trump and his policies, or it will conti-
nue to suffer setback after setback.

The  signs  emanating  from  the  top
leadership  of  our  labor  movement  in
Washington are not encouraging. What
we’re  seeing  is  silence  on  key  issues
(such  as  Trump’s  war  budget)  and
critical  support  for  many  of  Trump’s
policies — all of which contain poison
pills  for  the  labr  movement.  Trump
promises to create jobs, but they will be
temporary, deregulated non-union jobs;
Trump  and  his  cronies  have  already
submitted to Congress a federal “right-
to-work” (for less) bill.

In  October,  the  AFL-CIO  will  be
holding  its  quadrennial  convention  in
St. Louis, Missouri. There needs to be a
thorough  discussion  about  changing
course and laying out  a  new direction
for the labor movement, facing a deep
crisis  situation; things  cannot continue
as they are.(...) 


