
AFGHANISTAN
“We call on our brothers and sisters, the French workers, to demand that the Hollande government 

put an end to military intervention in Afghanistan.”

A letter from the activists of the Left Radical of Afghanistan (LRA)

While a recent ONU's report said
that civilian casualties hit a “record”
in 2016 with 11,500 dead, the US new
administration  under  Trump,  in  the
same way as the previous one under
Obama, declared its  determination to
continue the bloody destructive war of
the  US  and  NATO  in  our  country,
which has now been going on for 16
years. 

In  December  2016  and  early
January  2017,  hundreds  of  new
troops were sent to Helmand, Farah
and other provinces of Afghanistan.
Some members of  NATO, like the
UK,  in  tune  with  the  first  signs
given by the Trump administration,
announced they were determined to
deploy  additional  troops  in
Afghanistan.(…)

Every  day,  up  to  200–300
people  lose  their  lives  in  armed
conflicts:  civilians,  policemen, sol-
diers, Taliban and other members of
opposition groups.

US imperialism and its allies, in
order  to  cover  up  their  shameful
failure  in  Afghanistan  or  justify
themselves  before  their  people,
have  created  or  supported  terrorist
groups like the Islamic State (IS) so
as to be able to justify the escalation
of war, which only brings more and
more  killings  of  innocent  children
and civilians in Afghanistan (…)

As  a  result  of  NATO  heavy
military  presence,  Afghanistan  has
received the “honour” of having be-
come one of the most corrupt coun-
tries  in  the  world  and  one  of  the
largest  producers  of  opium. More
than  half  the  Afghan  territory  is
controlled  by  armed  groups.
Violence  against  women  has  been
increasing  day  by  day,  which
debunks the official claims made by
US  and  NATO  officials  regarding
women’s rights and human rights.

Right  now,  while  more  than
14,000  US  and  NATO  military
troops  are  occupying  our  country
and hundreds of members of foreign
intelligence services  are present  in

our  country,  hundreds  of  civilian
people have already lost their lives,
died  of  cold  and  hunger  due  to  a
very  severe  winter. In  addition  to
hundreds  of  casualties  in  the
provinces of Nooristan, Badakhshan
and  Daikundi,  thousands  of
refugees in Kabul City are living in
camp tents under the snow without
food or medicine. 

Do  the  UN,  US  and  other
NATO  officials  travelling  in  their
comfortable vehicles even glance at
those thousands of 5 to 13 year-old
malnourished  children  begging  in
the  streets  of  Kabul  City?  This  is
anyway the real meaning of the UN
and  NATO  alleged  humanitarian
mission in Afghanistan!

There  is  no  doubt  that  the
people  of  Afghanistan  want  peace
but there will not be peace without
justice.  The  people  of  Afghanistan
expect  all  war  criminals  to  be
dragged to the courts and tried for
the  crimes  they  have  committed.
Unfortunately,  the  US and  NATO,
for  the  sake  of  their  strategic
interests,  have replaced the regime
of  Taliban  by  an  alleged
“democratic  regime”  composed  of
war  criminals  and  outspoken
opponents  of  democracy  and
women’s  rights  (…)  Gulbuddin
Hetmatyar  (see  box)  has  remained
in  “opposition”  but  dozens  of  his
prominent  commanders are part  of
the new regime installed by the US
and  NATO.  Some  of  them  have
become ministers, others provincial
governors  or  MPs…  All  these
corrupt  elements  at  the  top  of  the
Afghan  regime  enjoy  immunity
instead  of  being  sent  to  court,  as
long  as  they  agree  to  serve  the
interests  of  the  US  and  NATO
member countries (…)

The  people  of  Afghanistan
strongly condemn the UN decision
to grant immunity to warlords; they

want all  those war criminals to be
dragged through the courts and be
made accountable. There will be no
sustainable  peace  and  security  in
Afghanistan  unless  justice  is  done
and  the  culprits  are  made  accoun-
table.  The  people  of  Afghanistan
once again call on the US and Euro-
pean  people  to  demand  that  their
government put an end to the occu-
pation of Afghanistan and immedia-
tely halt their bloody mission called
“war on terror”.

We  call  on  our  brothers  and
sisters,  the  French  workers,  to
demand that  the  Hollande  govern-
ment  put  an  end  to  the  military
intervention  in  Afghanistan  under
American  command  that  leads  to
the  human  tragedy  we  are
witnessing day after day.

Left Radical of Afghanistan
(LRA)

Feb 10, 2017

The Security Council of the
United Nations has granted
immunity  to  Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar,  the  war  crimi-
nal

Recently,  the  Security  Council
of  the United Nations removed the
name of a famous warlord and war
criminal,  Gulbuddin  Hekmatyar,
from  the  UN  “Blacklist”.  The
Islamic Party of Afghanistan led by
Hekmatyar is a fundamentalist party
of a fascist type that, since 1979, has
been renowned for the execution of
hundreds  of  Afghan  Maoists  and
intellectuals,  both  inside  Afghanis-
tan and among Afghan refugees in
the Peshawar and Quetta  provinces
of Pakistan. His armed gangs spread
terror, particularly in Kabul City in
the years 1992–1996. 

The  atrocities  committed  by
“Commander  Zardad”  are  well-
known  worldwide.  Zardad  was  a
prominent  commander  of  Hekma-
tyar’s  party.  He  manned  a  check
point  in  Sorobi  in  the  outskirts  of
Kabul City where he was extorting
money from the people passing by,
who might otherwise be beaten up to
death.  “Commander  Zardad”  was
responsible for hundreds of murders
and  rapes  during  the  civil  war
(following  the  end  of  the  Soviet
occupation  -  Editor’s  Note).  This
happened  in  the  district  of  Sorobi,
near Kabul.

Hundreds of people have 
died of hunger and cold

NATO has installed a 
“democratic” regime 
composed of war criminals
and enemies of women’s 
rights

11,500 Afghan civilians 
assassinated in 2016 
(United Nations Report)

No Peace without Justice



BANGLADESH
The Strugle of textile workers against government repression

We have received the following correspondence from the militants of the  Bangladesh Jatiyo Sramik Federation (BJSF),
the National Federation of Bangladesh workers, who have endorsed the Mumbai Conference Manifesto

 In  Ashulia,  at  the  Windie  Apparel
factory,  discontent  had  been simmering after
Taslima  Akhter,  23,  a  sewing  operator,  had
died in late October 2016 on the shop floor of
the factory after managers refused her repeated
request for time off.

On December 11, 2016, the un-unionised
workers  at  the  factory  approached  managers
seeking a tripling of minimum wages, set three
years ago at $67 per month, along with a list of
15 other  demands.  After  they were rebuffed,
the workers walked out and in subsequent days
employees from about 20 other factories in the
area joined in.  Owners responded by suspen-
ding or firing some 1,500 workers. 

Factory owners who produce clothing for
brands  like  H&M,  Gap,  Walmart,  C&A,
Abercrombie  and  Fitch  and  Tommy Hilfiger
filed  criminal  complaints  against  25  labor
activists and workers, charging some under the
country’s sweeping 1974 Special Powers Act.

 After The Rana Plaza disaster an agree-
ment was developed with ILO, Government &
Buyer.  In  that  agreement  there  were  several
conditions.

These were:

● To insure free trade union rights & draft
a new labour friendly law

● To  pay  wages  in  accordance  to  inter-
national standards.

● To create safety at work, to identify the
factories  at  risk  &  take  proper  initiatives  to
modify this situation.

● To establish Political stability

a/  On  the  basis  of  this  agreement,  the
Labour law was unilaterally amended in 2013
and  some  new  rules  &  regulations  were
included in 2016. The situation is much worse
for  free  trade  union  rights  than  under  the
previous labour law formulated in 2006.

b/ There was a commitment to pay mini-
mum  wages  to  the  worker  on  the  basis  of
international standards. But the current wages
reaches  5300  takas  by  including  others
facilities in a basic salary (3000 takas) on the
basis of an estimation by the wages board. On
the  other  hand,  the  estimation  by  the  pay
commission  for  Govt.  employees  reaches  a
total  of 8,500 taka  including others  facilities
(basic  salary  being  4000  takas).  That  was
never seen in the past history of Bangladesh :
The  wages  board’s  estimation  is  normally
always higher than the pay commission. 

After Rana plaza disaster, the Government
rapidly and unilaterally estimated the compen-

sation rate at 100 000 takas paid for a worker’s
death, a rate which has nothing to do with that
of any other country in the world.

c/ On the basis of this agreement, a com-
pany of  the  America-Aco Alliance  identified
2,000 factories as being at risk. 

Although  the  agreement  said  that  while
transferring  a  factory  in  a  safe  place  or
rehabilitating  risky  factories,  one  had  to
transfer  workers  to  others  place  and  to  pay
them full  compensation  meanwhile,  they did
not  follow  the  agreement.  On  the  contrary,
thousands of workers were inhumanly loosing
their  jobs.  Nobody  took  initiatives  on  this
matter. 

d/  In  the  name  of  political  stability  in
Bangladesh, what is going on is an undeclared
parliamentary dictatorship. All public meetings
are  prohibited.  Anyone  speaking  against  the
Government faces the risk to be tortured. The
government is saying openly that the develop-
ment of the country comes first and democracy
after. The government is banning free discus-
sion  for  people,  and  calls  that  political
stability.

At  the end of 2016,  the ITUC asked the
ILO  the  implementation  of  the  agreement.
Then,  the  high  officials  of  ILO  investigated
this claim in September 2016 and prepared a
report  by  meeting  with  various  trade  union
federations. In that report, Buyer identifies 96
factories in our country where ILO & Donor
should  implement  the  action  plan.  In  this
matter, EU, America, Donor & Buyer who, on
the  one  side,  are  not  Collective  Bargaining
Agents  just  through  participant  committee,
will, on the other side, control the trade union
in  those  factory  which  are  against  the  ILO
convention.

Basically, Government, Owner & Buyer &
tripartite  bodies  did  not  fulfill  os  of  the
agreement.  As  a  result,  Buyer  96  factories
have  been  announced  as  “no  trade  union”
zone. 

On  December  10,  2016,  the  Director
General of ILO visited in Bangladesh.

Inaugurated  by  The  Prime  Minster  of
Bangladesh,  a  three  days  Conference  for
Decent Work was held in Dhaka in presence of
Donors,  World  Bank,  IFC,  IMF,  BGMEA &
Buyer  to  design  the  work  plan  of  Decent
Work. It completely eye washed the public. 

They  have  launched  a  new  Resource
Center  to  destroy  the  trade  union  where  to
provide  different  types  of  legal  assistance
directly to the worker without trade union. 

It is another planning so that the workers
cannot involve with Trade union.

 Movement of Textile workers :

In November 2016, the Leaders of SCOP
with  2  researchers  held  several  meeting
sessions  to  determine  a  new standard  living
wage  in  link with  market  prices  of  essential
commodities and determined it should reached
a total  15 000  takas.  As  discussed,  our  plan
was to organize the labour movement on new
demands  of  living  wages.  But,  before  the
public  release  of  these  demands,  someone
revealed them secretly to garments owners. 

After  that,  Garments  owners  controlled
through  anonymous  organization  demanding
the wages of 15,000 taka the distribution of a
leaflet  to  the  factory  of  axe  leaders  of
BGMEA.  And  the  workers  of  3  factories,
seduced  by  the  owner,  just  attended  to  the
factory without work as well as to waste the
time idly.  Then after publishing it in print or
electronic  media,  the  next  day  10  other
factories  were  locked  out.  Day  after  day,
Garments owners locked out 59 factories and
had  11  active  trade  union  leaders  of  textile
union  arrested  by  police  and  sent  to  jail
although  they  were  not  involved  in  that
movement.  After  that,  within  one  week  the
garments owners restarted the factory and laid
off 2000 workers, and asked for more case file
against 2000 workers. 

Basically,  before  organizing,  the  trade
union  movement  was  destroyed  by  the
garments  owners.  Although  there  is  no
emergency  situation  in  the  country,  anyone
speaking  on  these  issues  is  harassed  by  the
government criminal investigation department.

Recently,  a press conference was held on
08 January 2016 at Dhaka. The leaders of the
SCOP demanded to stop oppression, to solve
the problems collectively through discussion.

The press conference demands
are the following:

1. To release immediately the detained trade
union  leaders  and  workers  without  any
condition and drop the criminal cases against
thousands of garment workers.

2. To reinstate the workers who lost jobs and
to  pay  full  wages  to  the  worker  when  the
factory was locked out.

3.  To  increase  minimum  living  wages
immediately  in  accordance  with  the  market
price  of  essentials  commodities  for  the
workers.

4.  To  ensure free  trade  union rights  for  the
workers.


