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“Channelling your energies to fight capitalism

would yield more fruitful results for the working class people than maligning each other”

A letter from Milind Ranade to the editor of La Lettre de la Vérité.

Milind Ranade is the gene-
ral secretary of the KVSS-NTUI
union and member of the orga-
nising  committee  of  the
Mumbai  Conference  against
War,  Exploitation  and  Preca-
rious Labor (November 2016)

Dear Editor,

I write to you in regard of
an article which appeared in
the December edition of your
Newsletter,  La  Lettre  de  la
Vérité,  titled
‘Mumbai:  Sta-
linist  fractions
at  work’  (1)
offering
insights on the
World  Open
Conference
against War, Exploitation and
Precarious Labour.

I  was one of  the organi-
sers of this conference. I am
also the General Secretary of
the  Union  of  contract
workers  (agency  workers)
employed by Mumbai Muni-
cipal Corporation, called the
Kachra  Vahatuk  Shramik
Sangh  (KVSS)  which  is
affiliated  to  New  Trade
Union Initiative (NTUI).

Our  union  has  organised
around  7,000  contract  wor-
kers  who  work  as  manual
scavengers,  sweepers  and
sanitation workers in the city
of  Mumbai,  whose  primary
task  is  to  sweep  night  soil,
clean the drains and transport
the  garbage  to  the  dumping
grounds.  Members  of  our
Union have been historically
ostracised  from  the  society
and  regarded  as  “untoucha-
bles”  (2)  because  of  their
nature  of  work.  For  over  a

century this oppression in the
name of caste and class has
continued  and  even  in  the
face of a 21th century deve-
loping nation it still exists at
the  workplace.  There  has
been no upward mobility of
people  belonging  to  this
caste and they are invariably
forced  to  work  as  manual
scavengers. The social discri-
mination  continues  at  their
workplace.  These  workers

have been devoid
of  their  basic
human  rights  as
workmen.  They
have  no  job
security,  can  be
fired  at  the  will
of  the  contrac-

tor/agent  for  no  fault  of
theirs.  They enjoy no social
security or health care. Their
demands  have  even  been
ignored  by the  governments
and  even  their  permanent
colleagues have paid no heed
to  their  working  conditions
and ignored them in the  col-
lective bargaining process. 

Their  job  is  hazardous
and  the  discrimination  they
face  at  the  hands  of  their
employers amplifies it. These
workers are not provided any
PPE  (Personal  Protective
Equipment)  like  harness,
mask,  gum
boots or rain-
coats.  Hence,
they  often
suffer  cuts,
are  exposed
to  toxic  gases  and  fall  sick
oft  times  due  to  excessive
interaction  with  contamina-
ted  water.  These  are  the
faceless  and  voiceless  wor-

kers  whose  cause  remains
unheard.

My  aim  is  not  to  draw
your attention to the plight of
these  workers  alone.  My
country like other developing
countries  has  93%  of  its
workforce employed in such
precarious  jobs,  also  known
as the “informal sector”. 

But,  Dear  Editor,  it  was
necessary  to  bring  to  your
notice  that  your  understan-
ding  of  the  capitalist  order,
precarious  labour  and  pain-
ting  the  organisers  of  the
conference as Stalinist  reac-
tionaries was not just uncal-
led for but reflects poorly on
a  reputed  newsletter  like
yours. 

The  Mumbai  Conference
drew  more  than  400  de-
legates from over 30 nation
states.  The  delegates  unani-
mously  decided  to  include
the  term  ‘precarious  labour’
in  the  Manifesto  because
they were not just touched by
the plight of the workers who
remain the most exploited lot
in  the  capitalist  order  but
also,  because it  is necessary
to highlight the missing class
solidarity  which  the  labour
movement is plagued with at
the moment.  And I  am sure

workers  in
France  have
been  going
through  the
same  problems
as  the  rest  of
the world.

This  is  what  came  out
quite  unsurprisingly  during
the  speeches  made  at  the
Conference  by  our  French
Comrades.

“My country has 93% of its 
workforce employed in such 
precarious jobs, also known 
as 'the informal sector'.”

“ Our union  organises 
around 7,000 contract 
workers who work as 
manual scavengers, 
sweepers and sanitation 
workers”



The article, Dear Editor, in  my opinion
does more  harm  to  the  cause  of  the
conference and these workers than the
capitalist  system itself  for  you  have  a
dedicated readership which  got  misled
due to your wrongful observations. The
article  promotes igno-
rance  and  class  un-
consciousness  towards
the  toiling  masses.  In
the  name  of  your
denunciation  of  reac-
tionary  Stalinism,  you
put forth the idea of a
plot to malign the cause of the toiling
masses.  This  sounds  more  like  the
language  of  capitalist  propagandists
than it does of a responsible proletariat
newsletter.  All  of  it  becomes  even
harder to digest when one considers that
neither you nor any of your representa-
tives participated in the Conference. 

It’s time to acknowledge the struggle
against precarious labour is a necessity
and strengthen forces in solidarity with

the  workers  and  against  the  corpo-
rations.

At a time when the working class is
under tremendous  attack from govern-
ments,  Multinational  corporations  and
employers; at such critical juncture we

should  try  and  help
each other and resist
from  attacking  each
other. I believe chan-
neling  your  energies
and  time  to  fight
capitalism  would

yield more fruitful results for the wor-
king class  people than maligning each
other. 

With warm revolutionary greetings
Milind Ranade
Mumbai, India

February 1st 2017

(1) This is a French publication:  La Lettre
de la Vérité (Letter of the Truth), N° 833 of
December  2016,  (the  organ  of  the  CCI),
whose editor is Marc Gauquelin  “Mumbai:
Stalinist factions at work”. The article says,

in  particular:  “Concerning  the  Mumbai
conference, the title itself is indicative of the
break  with  the  ILC:  “World  Conference
against  war,  exploitation  and  precarious
labour”. That last point is an addition that
is not without importance regarding the ILC
conferences.  Why  this  addition,“precarious
labour”,  as  if  it  weren’t  an  expression  of
capitalist  exploitation,  as  others?  (…)  In
fact,  this  is  the  price  paid  to  the  Indian
Maoists-Stalinists  with  whom  they
organised  the  conference:  they  put  exploi-
tation and precarious labour  on the  same
level,  whereas  driving  jobs  towards
precarious labour is one of the means that
is used for lowering the cost of labour and
boosting  capitalist  exploitation.  To  single
out   “precarious  labour”  from  the  rest
means, in fact, aligning with the campaign
led by the ITUC and WFTU, (some of whose
unions are headed by Mao-Stalinists being
affiliated  to  the  latter)  against  precarious
labour,  finally  demanding  “decent  work”.
And of course, all of this being worded in
radical terms.”

(2)  In  the  caste  system  that  is  still
prevalent  in  India,  the  “untouchables”  are
the lowest caste.

UNITED STATES
No to racism and discrimination! 
Defend the immigrant workers!

Following  Trump’s  ban  against
allowing muslim people from countries
of Middle East and Africa to enter the
United states, Alan Benjamin, member
of the Continuations Committee of the
Mumbai  Conference,  has  sent  us  a
statement  by  John  Samuelsen,  Presi-
dent of the Transport Workers Union of
New York (TWU).

« On every level, I am descen-
ded from immigrants and refugees.
The Transport Workers Union was
built  by  immigrants  and refugees
who  were  seeking  asylum  in  the
USA.

So  was  N.Y.'s  subway  system.
(…) I  would  be dishonouring the
memory  of  the  founders  of  the
TWU, if I did not speak out against
the  inhumane  and  discriminatory
Executive Order on immigration si-
gned by President Trump last week.

The story of the TWU is inter-
twined with the story of  immigra-
tion. In its earliest days immigrants
came from Ireland,  Italy,  England,
Germany.  As  the  face  of  immi-
gration  has  changed,  so  has  the
TWU. Chapters of our story were
written  by  Black  workers  who
migrated  from  the  U.S.  South  to
escape  persecution  and  violence.
New chapters are being written by
members  and  officers  from  the
Caribbean, Bangladesh,  countries
of  the  former  Soviet  Union,
Nigeria,  and  dozens  of  other
nations. Like our founders, and all
of  my  grandparents,  they  are
coming  for  economic  opportunity
and to be free from religious and
political  persecution.  They  are
welcome in the TWU.

My own beliefs have combined

with  my  sense  of  personal  and
institutional history to lead me to
speak out against barring refugees
from  entering  the  U.S.,  against
giving a preference to members of
one faith over another, and against
denying  sanctuary  to  people  in
desperate need of it.

I  stand  with  my  Christian,
Muslim, Jewish,  Hindu, Buddhist,
and  non-believing  sisters  and
brothers  against  efforts  to  demo-
nize  every  Muslim as  a  potential
terrorist.  I  stand  with  all  those
calling  for  a  fair  and  humane
immigration  policy  that  provides
welcome  and  comfort  to  the
victims  of  war  and  persecution.
This is a real American response,
the correct response.

John Samuelsen »

All of it becomes even harder to 
digest when one considers that 
neither you nor any of your 
representatives participated in the 
Conference.


