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AFGHANISTAN
Nasir Loyand, Left Radical of Afghanistan.

BRAZIL
Claúdio Ribeiro, labour lawyer, former trade 
unionist in the Bank sector and founding 
member of the Workers Party (PT) in Brazil.

BURUNDI
Paul Nkunzimana, Workers Party for 
Democracy (Parti des travailleurs et de la 
démocratie - PTD).

FRANCE
Daniel Gluckstein, national secretary of the 
Democratic independent workers Party (POID).
Bernard Saas, trade unionist.

GREAT-BRITAIN
Ian Hodson National President  BFAWU 
( Bakers Food Allied Workers Union )

INDIA
Nambiath Vasudevan/Franklyn D’Souza, 
Joint Convenors, Trade Union Solidarity 
Committee (TUSC), Mumbai.
M. A. Patil, President; SarvaShramikSangh 
President; New Trade Union Initiative, 
Maharashtra State, Mumbai.
Milind Ranade, General Secretary 
KachraVahatuk-ShramikSangh (KVSS), 
Mumbai.

PAKISTAN
Rubina Jamil, All Pakistan trade union 
federation APTUF.

RUSSIA
Mark Vassilev, historian and activist.

USA
Alan Benjamin, executive committee member, 
San Francisco Labor Council (AFL-CIO)
Baldemar Velasquez, President, Farm Labor 
Organizing Committee FLOC (AFL-CIO).
Nancy Wohlforth*, OPEIU, Secretary treasurer
Emerita.

*For id. only.

In  2015  on  September  2  about
150  million  workers  and  people
joined the protest movement against
the  anti-worker,  anti-people  policies
of the government. The call for this
action was issued by the central trade
unions.

One year later on September 2 it
is reported that 180 million workers
responded to  the  call  containing  12
demands of the central trade unions.
These demands included a minimum
wage  of  Rs.18,000  (US  $  300)  a
month, pension for all,  no FDI(1) in
insurance,  defence,  railways,  no
withdrawal of worker friendly labour
laws, strict implementation of labour
laws, defend public sector, stop price
rise of essential commodities etc.

After  September  2015  strike  the
federal  government  assured  to  take
steps.  But  nothing  was  done.  Few
days  before  2016  strike  the
government  tried  to  passify  unions
and  workers  by  offering  some
concessions in minimum wages and
bonus  to  central  government
employees.  Bharatiya  Mazdoor
Sangh (BMS) linked to ruling party
BJP government  withdrew from the
strike on the basis of the assurances
by  the  Finance  Minister.  Other
unions decided to go ahead with the
strike call.

(1) FDI: the right of foreign investors to
invest up to 49% without prior checking
(instead of up to 26%) 

Today,  September  2,  throughout
the country strike received support in
varying  degrees.  Public  sector  pro-
duction units and services joined the
strike.  Coal,  port  and  docks,  public
sector  banks,  insurance  workers
struck work.  Automobile sector was
affected.  Except  in  Kerala,
Bangalore,  Hyderabad transport  was
not affected. BJP governments in the
states  and  the  state  governments  in
West Bengal, Orissa,Tamil Nadu did
everything possible to undermine the
strike. Precarious workers were in the
forefront  of  the  struggle  against
increasing exploitation.

Workers  drawing monthly wages
ranging US $ 30 - 200 could not be
cowed down.

Despite many one day strikes and
one two day nationwide strike from
1991 what in reality happening is the
accumulation  of  wealth  in  fewer
hands. Fresh initiatives on the part of
the government in the area of trade
agreements and strategic alliances do
not  offer  anything  to  improve
common man's life. The felt need is
wider  unified  actions  within  the
country of prolonged nature coupled
with  building  international  working
class solidarity.

In that situation that we welcome
all  those  coming  from all  over  the
world  will  attend  the  Mumbai
conference  (November  18,  19  and
20th)

N .Vasudevan

Twenty-five Mumbai based union activists drawn from different sectors and others concerned in making the 
conference met on august 23th. 
Comrades M. A. Patil, Milind Ranade, Franklyn D'Souza and Deepti Gopinath, Nambiath Vasudevan were present.
They discussed the logistics and involvement of delegates from different parts of India.  
The hall for the conference and the accommodations for the delegates has been booked.
Delegates from all over the world have started to registering.
Our conference is independent from all states, governments, and all international institutions.
That’s why in many countries a campaign has started to raise the funds necessary for the conference.

   =>          If you wish to receive more information, if you wish to get in touch, please send your contact details to :  

owcmumbai2016@gmail.com

mailto:owcmumbai2016@gmail.com


U.S.A.
Baltimore black working class candidate

The presidential campaign is in full swing in the United States. Donald Trump’s verbal provocation has made it possible for Hillary Clinton to
portray herself as the reasonable and moderate candidate. Yet it is  “thanks” to her (remember, she was Obama’s Secretary of State from 2008 to
2013) that American troops have intervened, bombed and massacred in Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria and Libya…

Meanwhile, the police have once again killed a young black man, 27-year-old Donnell Thompson, in the town of Compton, in the suburbs of Los
Angeles, California. The Department of Justice has just this week published a damning report on the racist and brutal behaviour of the police in
Baltimore (in the state of Maryland), a town where one inhabitant out of four lives below the line of poverty. That’s how life is in the land of Uncle
Sam. But facing that America there is another America, one that fights back.

We publish large extracts from an exclusive interview with comrade Nnamdi Scott, an activist of the progressive Ujima Popular Party, who is
standing as an independent black candidate in the municipal elections in Baltimore. The UPP claims to be the “first black workers party to present a
candidate in Maryland elections for social and economic justice for all”. 

The Organizer: (…)My first question to you
concerns the issue of Freddy Gray. The case
has just concluded with no convictions of any
of  the  police  officers  responsible  for  his
murder. Your comments? 

Nnamdi  Scott: If  you  understand  the
nature  of  the  State  and  the  role  of  the
police,  you  know  that  the  police  were
only  doing  their  job;  the  State  needs
them to do it. 

When  you  deny  impoverished
communities education, economic deve-
lopment,  and safe housing -- when you
have lead pipes contaminating our water
system, when you create those kinds of
conditions,  you  need  police  to  contain
poor  communities.  What  they  do  is
criminalize the whole community in the
name of facilitating those policies. 

So we were not surprised that these
police officers were not convicted. […]

T.O.: Many labor activists, including those
in Socialist  Organizer,  are fighting to get  the
Police Officers’ Association expelled from the
labor  movement.  They  don’t  belong  in  the
labor unions. Study after study has found that
one  of  the  real  impediments  to  any  serious
reform of the police departments is the POA,
which acts more like a fraternity of white, racist
police  officers  than  anything  else.  They  are
representatives of a State that oppresses and
suppresses Blacks and Latinos, in particular.
Their  role  is  not  to  provide  justice.  Do  you
have any thoughts on this question?

Nnamdi  Scott: We  don’t  consider
them a  union  body.  We see  them as  a
body that protects, at best, a part of the
working class that is privileged. Also, it
is important to keep in mind that most of
the officers in the union in urban areas
aren’t people who actually live in the city
that they patrol. […]

T.O.:  Many  of  the  activists  working  in
support of the Draft Manifesto for Black Libe-
ration were involved, not long ago, in the effort
to promote a Black Reconstruction Party […]
Do you see local initiatives being able to deve-
lop  out  of  the  Black  Lives  Matter  movement

into  an  independent  Black  political  organiza-
tion, or party?

Nnamdi Scott: That is definitely where
our expertise lies when we come to this
discussion.  When you talk about  Black
Workers for Justice, you’re talking about
a  long  history  of  organizing  with  the
union  ranks,  educating  Black  workers,
and  heightening  their  class  conscious-
ness.

The whole question about how does
the Black Left intervene in the electoral
process  has  kind  of  been  underdeve-
loped.  The last  big attempt  to  move in
this  direction  was  the  National  Black
Independent  Political  Party  (NBIPP)
back in the 1970s and early ’80s. Unfor-
tunately this effort was stunted.

There  hasn’t  really  been  an  attempt
by the Black Left to come up with strate-
gies  of  engagement  in  the  electoral
process -- not only to critique candidates
that  are  already  there,  but  how  to  put
forward our own independent candidates
and our own campaigns, whether we win
or lose, but posing the question of how
do we advance the struggle?

I  would  like  to  see  come  concrete
examples  of  success  running  our  own
independent  Black  working-class-led
candidates and campaigns all across the
country.[…]

T.O.: In  your  press  statements  you  talk
about building the trade union movement. You
talk about the Fight for $15. How do you see
your campaign relating to the larger struggles
among the working class and the  oppressed
communities  of  color,  especially  in  terms  of
promoting independent labor-community poli-
tics and candidates?

Nnamdi Scott: We start from the posi-
tion of  Black  workers  and  the  struggle
for leadership of our national liberation
movement  with  the  Black  petty-bour-
geoisie.  We also understand that  within
that struggle and for the defeat of capita-
lism other people are being oppressed by

imperialism and capitalism. […]
As we move forward,  we think it  is

possible to go to the rank and file in the
trade  unions,  to  show  them  that  their
relationship  to  the  Democratic  Party is
still a relationship to an imperialist party,
a  capitalist  party.  The Democrats  are  a
party  of  the  bosses.  Workers  need  to
think about what their own interests are,
as opposed to a capitalist party, and build
a political party of their own. 

It is necessary to build solidarity with
Latino  workers,  solidarity  with  white
workers, and to put an end to the subor-
dination of the unions to these capitalist
parties. This is the beginning of the way
out. […]

Extracts  of  an  interview  realized  on  April  4th  by  The
Organizer.

A  United  States  delegation  to  the  World
Conference Against  War,  Exploitation and
Precarious Labour (Mumbai, India, 18 – 20
November 2016)

In  December  2015,  India  labour
activists  launched  an  appeal  for  the
holding  of  a  broad  world  conference
“Against  War,  Exploitation  and
Precarious Labour”. Activists from all
tendencies  have  favourably answered
this call.

A delegation  made  up  of  labour
activists  and  both  black  and  youth
militants  from the  United  States  will
participate  in  the  Mumbai  World
Conference.  These  are  militants  who
are engaged in the class struggle in the
United States and engaged in the fight
against  United  States  military
intervention.

To financially support the holding
of the Mumbai Conference, send your
cheque  to  the  order  of  “Mumbai
2016”  to  the  following  address:
Bernard Saas, 54, rue de la Thalie,
71530 Champforgeuil FRANCE 


