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GREAT BRITAIN
« The Mumbai conference is to bring together those consciously opposing war and militarism »

Interview of Lindsey German (Stop the War Coalition, STWC) conducted by J.-P Barrois

The  British  “Stop the  War  Coali-
tion” (STWC) has decided to endorse
the  appeal for  the  Mumbai  Confe-
rence. The Stop The War Coalition is
the driving force of the mobilisations,
rallies  and  demonstrations  against
military intervention and for the lifting
of  the  blockade  on  Gaza.  The  main
national  trade  unions  as  well  as  a
great  many  personalities  - MPs,
lawyers, actors and writers – are affi-
liated. Lindsey  German,  who  repre-
sents the coalition, explains to us the
reasons that  led  this  organisation  to
endorse  the  appeal  for  the  Mumbai
conference.

1  –  Lindsey  German,  can  you
introduce yourself as well as the
STWC ? 

I am the convenor of the  Stop
the  War  Coalition.  It  was
formed  in  2001  following  the
events  of  9/11,  with  an  initial
meeting  which  attracted  over
2000 people. We have campai-
gned  against  British  govern-
ment interventions in Afghanis-
tan, Iraq, Libya and Syria, and
held  hundreds  of  demonstra-
tions around the country. Most
major  trade  unions  are  affilia-
ted  and  have  anti  war  policy.
Our  former  chair,  Jeremy
Corbyn,  was  elected  leader  of
the  Labour  Party  last  year.  In
part  his  support  derives  from
the very strong anti war senti-
ment in this country.

2  -  The  STWC  has  endorsed  the
appeal  to  the  Mumbay  confe-
rence  against  war  and  exploita-
tion  .  Can  you  tell  us  why  it  is
important to hold such an inter-
national  conference  in  the
current world situation ?

The  current  world  situation  is
highly polarised politically and
dangerous.  Globalisation  and
imperialism have gone hand in
hand,  creating  huge  instability
and  successive  wars  in  the
Middle  East,  and  creating  the
ground for an increase in terro-
rism. Neoliberal economic poli-
cies  have  helped  increase  the
rate of exploitation worldwide,
have  seen  a  major  growth  in
inequality and a shift of wealth
from  working  people  to  the
capitalist class. War and milita-
rism  has  helped  underwrite
these  policies.  The importance
of the Mumbai conference is to
bring together those conscious-
ly opposing these things on an
international basis,  to demons-
trate  the  connections  between
them and to develop solidarity
on a world scale. 

3  -  Can  you  comment  on  the
recent conclusions of the Chilcot
commission ?

Chilcot was an establishment
inquiry,  run  by  a  top  civil
servant  and  was  only  set  up
under great pressure. Initially it
was to  be  held in  private,  but
outcry led to it being public. It
is a much more damning report
than many of us expected, and
is highly critical of Tony Blair.
While it is written in diplomatic
language,  there  is  little  doubt
that it points to deceit, omission
and deception in the arguments
over  war  in  Iraq.  Intelligence
information  was  presented  as
fact, rather than as speculation.
Letters to Bush showed a very
close  relationship  whose
content  was  not  disclosed  to
parliament  or  cabinet.  Chilcot
concluded that the war in 2003
was  unnecessary,  and  that
weapons  inspectors  should  be
given  more  time  (as  they
wanted in 2003). This confirms
what many people already felt
but  Blair  and  his  allies  are
defending themselves, insisting
that  they  acted  'in  good  faith'
and saying that they would do
it all again. STW will continue
to campaign for some outcome
to the report, whether legal case
or  barring  him  from  public
office. n



INDIA

The government is attempting to exclude 90% of the labour force
from Labour Legislation’s field of application !

Throughout  the  country,  trade
union organizations are launch-
ing a call for a national strike at
the beginning of September.

Since  Narendra  Modi  has
become Prime Minister and the
BJP (the Indian Peoples’ Party)
has been in power after the last
national elections,  the workers
have  been  opposed  to  the
politics  of  this  government
which  favour  the  business
world  and  the  major  compa-
nies, and which received consi-
derable financial backing from
the  major  companies,  helping
them into power.

Not  long  after  coming  into
power,  and  in  the  name  of
“simplifying  labour  legisla-
tion”,  the  Modi  government
began to insistently propose the
elimination  of  all  the  existing
laws that codify labour.

What  the  government  is
trying  to  do  is  to  reduce
existing  Labour  Legislation  to
make it more favourable to the
bosses  and  to  make  it  much
more  to  organize  and  register
trade unions. 

The  government  has  also
presented  another  labour  law

called  “project  for  the  small
enterprises”, which decrees that
the  fourteen main labour laws
will  not  apply  to  companies
who  employ  less  than  forty
people.

The  BJP  is  furthermore
attempting  to  make  affiliation
to  the  Employees  Protection
Funds  optional,  as  well  as
affiliation  to  civil  servants’
healthcare insurance. These are
both, today, mandatory.

With these decisions, the go-
vernment  is  attempting  to
exclude  90%  of  the  labour
force  from  Labour  Legisla-
tion’s field of application.

The  trade  union  confe-
derations are radically opposed
to  these  decisions.  They
demand  that  a  realistic  mini-
mum  wage  of  18,000  rupees
per month be set, in relation to
consumer  prices  and  with
Social Security allocations and
retirement pensions.  Last  year,
on  September  2nd 2015,  the
trade  unions  and  the  indepen-
dent confederations organized a
massive general strike through-
out  the  whole  country  to
oppose  the  anti-labour  politics
of the government. The unions

had  submitted  a  12-point
charter  of  demands  to  the
government.  Since  then,
practically nothing has happen-
ed.  The  Modi  government  is
little  inclined  to  listen  to  the
workers,  and  not  even  to  the
voice  of  Bharatiya  Mazdoor
Sangh  (BMS)  the  trade  union
of its own party, the BJP.

In  order  to  express  their
discontent at  the lack of  haste
with  which  the  Modi  govern-
ment  has  responded  to  their
demands,  the  trade  union  and
independent  confederations
organized  a  day  of  protest,
which  took  place  throughout
the country on 10 March 2016,
along with protest actions. 

All  the  Indian  trade  union
confederations  (1)  and  the
national  confederations  of  the
banks,  insurance,  defence
industries, railway workers and
State and regional civil servants
have  launched  a  call  for  a
national strike on September 2nd

2016,  to  protest  against  the
anti-labour  politics  of  the
government.

(1)  The  AITUC,  the  CITU INTUC,
UTUC,  AIUTUC,  TUCC, AICCTU,
HMS, BMS, SEWA, LPF n

   =>          If you wish to receive more information, if you wish to get in touch, please send your contact details to :  

owcmumbai2016@gmail.com
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