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MEXICO
Halt the Repression! Punish the Perpetrators!

Federal Police Slaughter Striking Teachers in the State of Oaxaca 

A “counter reform” ordered by the OECD (1)

Since the strike started, teachers and their
trade unions have demanded the opening of a
dialogue  to  obtain  the  withdrawal  of  the
“education“ reform.”

The government  of Enrique Peña Nieto,
the  leader  of  PRI  --  the  old  Institutional
Revolutionary Party (2) allied to the Party of
National  Action (3)  and to  the Party of the
Democratic Revolution (4) -- had this educa-
tion reform passed. It was a dictate of interna-
tional financial institutions, and especially of
the  OECD  (Organisation  for  Economic
Cooperation  and  Development),  with  the
purpose  of  facilitating  massive  shedding  of
teachers'  jobs  and  privatising  public  educa-
tion, one of the major gains of the Mexican
Revolution. 

It  consists in instituting compulsory and
regular  auditing/evaluation  of  teachers  as  a
condition for keeping their posts, which chal-
lenges job security,  violates teachers' condi-
tions and statuses, and restricts their right to
strike (threatening any teacher who should go
on  strike  for  three  continuous  days  with
losing his or her job). The reform also aims at

destroying teachers' training centres.

The  reform restricts  the  prerogatives  of
the union and the function it has in the mana-
gement of schools, especially its control over
staff hiring and the part it plays as an arbitra-
tor with the authorities. 

At the same time, by setting up councils
of  social  participation  in  every  school,  the
reform paves the way for  the private  sector
and  the  church  to  make  their  way into  the
public  schools.  Along  with  this,  there  is  a
reform of curricula that focuses teaching on
mathematics and languages at the expense of
the other subjects with the pretext of impro-
ving results at OECD tests, but which, in fact,
will lower the level of education and destroy
the value of diplomas.

The  “reform”  makes  firing  easier  and
gives  unprecedented  leeway  to  private
schools  by  enabling  them  to  increase  their
profit margins. The leadership of the National
Union  of  Educational  Workers  (SNTE)  (5)
has backed the reform, though it is massively
rejected  by  teachers  across  the  country.
Teachers have mobilised and demonstrated to
get it withdrawn. In numerous states (6) this
has caused the SNTE to implode. So much so

that  the resistance has organised around the
National Coordination of Education workers
(CNTE), which, originally, was an opposition
current of the SNTE set up, back in 1979 in
the  state  of  Chiapas,  with  the  slogan  of
democratising  the  SNTE.  The  CNTE
represents  majority  union  forces  in  the
country's  south  eastern  States  (Oaxaca,
Michoacán, Chiapas, Guerrero), but it is also
present in ten others states. n

From our correspondents

(1) The  Organisation  for  Economic  Cooperation
and Development (OECD) whose headquarters are
in Paris, was the outcome of the Marshall Plan. It
comprises the most powerful countries especially in
Europe  and  in  North  America.  It  promotes  “the
liberalisation” of the economy, “the flexibilisation
of labour markets” and privatisations.
(2) PRI is the historical party of the Mexican revo-
lution (1917). It later became the corrupt party of
the Mexican oligarchy, and has submitted to inter-
national financial institutions and U.S. imperialism.
(3) PAN, the party of the catholic right wing.
(4) The PRD is a member of the Socialist Interna-
tional
(5) A corporatist  union  that  was  long  under  the
control of PRI government
(6) Mexico is a federal State comprising thirty-two
states

Mexico: An appeal by the Organising Committee of the Mumbai World Conference
In  a  letter  that  he  has  sent  both  as  a

member of the San Francisco Labor Council
(AFL-CIO) and as a member of the Organising
Committee of the Mumbai World Conference
(India (November 18-20, 2016) “Against War,
Exploitation  and Precarious Work”,  comrade
Alan  Benjamin  calls  on  labour  activists  and
organisations world wide:

"I was informed on Monday, June 20,  by
labor activists  in  Mexico with whom we are
working closely  to  build the Mumbai  Confe-
rence that teachers in the town of Nochixtlán,
Oaxaca, were fired upon with live ammunition
by the Federal  Police  on June 19 as  part  of
the effort by Mexican President Enrique Peña
Nieto  to  break  the  nationwide  strike  by
teachers against the government's privatizing
'education reform' program.

"The  peaceful  demonstration  in
Nochixtlán was also held to demand the imme-
diate release from prison of the three top elec-
ted  union  officers  of  Section  22  of  the

CNTE/SNTE,  the  union  representing  the
teachers in the state of Oaxaca. These union
leaders had been jailed and sent to a federal
prison  more  than  1,000  miles  away  by  the
government on trumped-up charges.

"According to the initial reports we recei-
ved, five people in Nochixtlán were killed by
the Federal  Police,  with dozens more woun-
ded,  and  22  disappeared.  Today,  we  have
learned that the death toll has risen to 10, with
the disappeared still unaccounted for.

"The Mexican labor activists who contac-
ted  us  have  just  sent  us  a  statement  issued
on June 19 by Section 22 of the CNTE/SNTE
in Oaxaca. It is an appeal to the national and
international labor and democratic-rights mo-
vements urging solidarity with their struggle.

"I would also like to inform you that in the
United States, at the initiative of top leaders of
the San Francisco Labor Council (AFL-CIO),
the San Francisco teachers' union (UESF), the

American Federation of Teachers Local 2121,
and others, an emergency picket line / delega-
tion was held at the Mexican Consulate in San
Francisco on June 22 to demand an immediate
end to the repression against the teachers and
their  union  in  Mexico;  the  return  of  all  the
disappeared; the release from Federal prison
of the teacher union leaders; punishment of all
those responsible for the killings; and national
negotiations,  without  conditions,  with  the
striking teachers' union: the CNTE/SNTE.

"All letters or statements addressed to the
Mexican authorities should be sent directly to
the office of Mexican President Enrique Peña
Nieto to
<enrique.penanieto@presidencia.gob.mx>,
with copies sent to
<owcmumbai2016@gmail.com>." 

This appeal will be heeded, just as it alrea-
dy  has  been  by  wide  sectors  of  the  labour
movement in the USA.

mailto:enrique.penanieto@presidencia.gob.mx
mailto:owcmumbai2016@gmail.com


Alert !
After the massacre, Section 22 of the National Coordination of Education Workers (CNTE) addresses public opinion 

Section 22 of the National Coordination of
Education  Workers  (CNTE)  blames  Enrique
Peña  Nieto,  Miguel  Angel  Osorio,  Aurelio
Nuño, Gabino Cue, and Moises Robles for the
murders and massacres unleashed against the
people of the state of Oaxaca by the Federal
Police and local gendarmes (1).

We denounce the excessive use of heavy
weapons  used  directly  against  our  fellow
teachers,  fathers  and  mothers,  students,  and
members  of  sister  social  organizations  who
have joined joined the social struggle.

On multiple occasions, the teachers’ union
has expressed its willingness to sit down and

dialogue  with  the  State  and  Federal  govern-
ments.  Public  calls  have  been  issued  to  this
effect. But instead of prioritizing a meeting at
the  negotiations’  table,  these  officials  have
responded  with  arrests  --  and  now  with  a
climate  of  inconceivable  repression  not  only
against  the  teachers,  but  also  against  the
people as a whole. ( … )

We  hold  Oaxaca  Governor  Gabino  Cue
responsible for this wave of killings unleashed
against  the  people,  as  well  as  the  wave  of
repression meted out by armed police (…).

We denounce that our wounded have been
denied  the  right  to  medical  care.  It  is  only

thanks  to  altruistic  doctors,  all  medical
graduates who are supporting our struggle, that
they  have  had  any  medical  attention  at  all.
This  is  happening  while  police  officers  are
moved,  including  by  helicopter,  for  medical
care.

We warn that the killings that have been
unleashed by this government could continue
overnight, taking advantage of the impunity of
their bullets. n

(1) Respectively Mexican President,  Interior Secre-
tary, Chief of Staff, Oaxaca Governor, Oaxaca Edu-
cation Secretary

SOUTH KOREA
Free Han Sang-gyun, leader of the KCTU !

Last June 13th, the district attorney Lee Seong-sik asked for an eight-year prison sentence against Han Sang-gyun,
president of the Korean trade union confederation, the KCTU. On July 4 th,  Han was sentenced to five years in
prison.

Han Sang-gyun was elected head of  the
KCTU in December 2014. In April and July
2015, the KCTU organized strikes to resist
against a project of serious intent against
labour rights.

2015:  the  KCTU  organizes
mobilization  against  labour
legislation “reform”

South Korea is the theatre of a vast anti-
labour  offensive.  On  24  April  2015,  over
200,000 workers demonstrated at the call of
the  KCTU  for  the
withdrawing  of  a  reform  of
Labour  Legislation  that
planned  for  a  lowering  of
wages  and  for  making
dismissals and firings easier.

The  demonstrators  also
demanded an end to  the budget  cuts  in  the
retirement  pension  funds,  an  increase  in
minimum wages (which are less than the vital
minimum  for  a  single  worker  without
children),  as well  as  the applying of labour
rights  for  all,  including  the  workers  in
companies employing less than five salaried
workers, who are currently excluded (19.5 %
of the working population).

The  government  had
announced  that  it  “would
hold as responsible all those
who  would  defame  State
discipline,  who  would
organize strikes, and the civil
servants  who would  partici-
pate  in  illegal  collective
actions.  The  government  will  take  discipli-
nary  and  legal  measures,  no  matter  how
minor these acts may be”.

Once  again  on  14  November  2015,  the
KCTU organized a great gathering of 130,000
people,  to  protect  the  rights  of  20  million

workers against the government’s draft labour
bill.

Following  the  gathering,  which  was
marred  by  police  violence,  Han  Sang-gyun
took refuge in the Jogyesa Buddhist temple in
the centre of Seoul. The police surrounded the
temple in siege for three weeks. In order to
avoid  the  assault  that  was  announced,  Han
Sang-gyun voluntarily gave himself up to the
police on 10 December 2015. 

It  is  because  of  that  demonstration  that
Han Sang-gyun has today been sentenced to

five  years  of  prison,  for
“disturbing  traffic”  and
“inciting violence”.

The  district  attorney  had
demanded  a  five-year  prison
sentence,  asserting  that  “not
only  did  Han  Sang-gyun

minutely  plan his  crime from the very time
that he had been elected leader, but also he
agitated other workers,  taking advantage of
his position, and he has no regrets”.

The  district  attorney  did  not  hold  any
inquiry into the police brutalities committed
during  the  demonstration,  in  which  one
demonstrator  was  seriously  injured,
remaining in a coma yet today. On the other

hand,  the  police  arrested 527
members  of  the  KCTU,  held
20  of  them  and  today,  six
months  later,  10  are  still  in
prison,  including  Han  Sang-
gyun.

On  the  day  of  his
sentencing,  a  gathering  was

held in  Hong Kong, in front  of the Korean
consulate (see our article below).

It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  international
labour movement to take on the defence of the
trade  union  activists  sentenced  and

imprisoned in Korea for having respected the
mandate of their trade union members and for
defending Labour Legislation.

Maxime Fabre 

HONG KONG 

Gathering of the HKCTU (1) in front
of the Korean consulate

Correspondence from an activist of the
Hong  Kong  trade  union  confederation
the HKTCO

On this Monday, July 4th, the HKTCU
delegation  gathered  at  the  South  Korea
consulate in Hong Kong to shout, “Free all
the  KCTU  activists,  free  Han  Sang-gyun
and Lee Young-joo” and “Stop the political
repression!”

The objective was to deliver a letter to
the consulate, demanding the freeing of all
the  trade  union  activists  imprisoned  or
threatened with being taken to court.  The
consulate  refused  to  receive  the  letter,
pressured  the  demonstrators  to  leave
immediately and called the police. In spite
of all this, the letter was read out loud, in
English, at the entrance to the consulate. 

And  in  fact,  the  KCTU  leader  Han
Sang-gyun  was  being  sentenced  on  the
very same day, in South Korea.

The  Hong  Kong  CTU  demands  that
Han Sang-gyun and the imprisoned KCTU
activists be liberated immediately!

(1) The name of the KCTU in Hong Kong

   =>          If you wish to receive more information, if you wish to get in touch, please send your contact details to :  

owcmumbai2016@gmail.com

Condemned for 
“disturbing traffic” and
“inciting violence”

“The government will 
take disciplinary 
measures…”

mailto:owcmumbai2016@gmail.com
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Independent and Democratic Workers Party (FRANCE)

BREXIT
“a victory for the British working class, for the workers and peoples of the whole of Europe”. 

Statement

The  broad-based  victory  of  the
“Leave” vote on 23 June, has settled the
question: the United Kingdom will leave
the European Union. This result is a vic-
tory  for  the  British  working  class.
Beyond that, it is a victory for the wor-
kers and peoples of the whole of Europe.

When the  result  was  announced,  one
female Labour MP who had campaigned
in favour of  Brexit  stated on the BBC:
“The  people  who  voted  “Leave”  are
especially concentrated in local authori-
ties hit by austerity. Forty percent of La-
bour Party voters and supporters voted
“Leave”. Where I disagree with Jeremy
Corbyn [Labour Party leader and suppor-
ter of remaining in the European Union –
Editor] is  that  he thinks  that  the  Euro-
pean Union should be reformed.  But it
can’t be reformed, which is why people
needed  to  vote  Leave”.  However  the
informed commentators want to dress it
up, the fact is: the vote was a class vote. 

It is a victory for the British workers. 
It is a defeat for the capitalists and the

speculators of the City of London. 
It  is  a  defeat  for  Prime  Minister

Cameron,  who  has  been  forced  to
resign.

It is a defeat for the European Union
and the European Central Bank, and for
their whole policy: for their destructive
plans against the workers and democra-
cy, and for their shameful policy aiming
– through the agreement with Turkey –
to send home hundreds of thousands of
migrants who are fleeing from wars pro-
voked by the big imperialist powers.

It is a defeat for the International Mo-
netary  Fund,  for  Obama  and  all  the
heads of the big capitalist powers that
wanted  to  dictate  a  position  of  remai-
ning in the European Union. 

It  is  a  defeat  for  the  Labour  Party
leadership,  who  campaigned  in  favour
of  remaining  in  the  European  Union
against the wishes of  their own voters
and the position taken by several trade

union  organisations  and  Constituency
Labour Parties. 

It  is  a  defeat  for  all  those  leading
figures  in  organisations  claiming  to
represent  the  working  class  who,
throughout  Europe,  campaigned  in
favour of Britain remaining in the Euro-
pean Union, beginning with the leader-
ship  of  the  European  Trade  Union
Confederation (ETUC) and all those who
in  turn,  in  each  county,  added  their
voices to the chorus of support for the
European Union.

In France, it  is a defeat for all  those
parties on both the right and the left –
including  the  Socialist  Party  and  the
French  Communist  Party  –  who  came
out in favour of remaining in the Euro-
pean Union.

What now? 

A breach has been opened. 

And  they  should  spare  us  the  never-
ending speeches on the need to renovate,
reform, change or refound the European
Union. Please do not talk to us about a
more  social  or  a  more  democratic
Europe.

No, a breach has been opened. And the
workers  and  peoples  of  the  whole  of
Europe can sweep through that breach to
say:  “Out  with  the  European  Union!”
today,  this  slogan  is  being  put  on  the
agenda in France, in Germany, in Greece,
in Portugal, in Spain and in every one of
our countries.

In  France,  “Out  with  the  European
Union!”  is  linked  to  the  demand:  “Out
with the Hollande-Valls government! Out
with the El Khomri reform!” Because the
workers know that the El Khomri reform
is  the  result  of  applying  the  European
treaties. What is on the agenda, in France
as in all our countries, is the repeal of the
European  treaties,  breaking  with  the
European  Central  Bank  and  its  single
currency, the cancellation of all privatisa-
tion and deregulation measures, and the
cancellation  of  the  austerity  pacts  and
“responsibility pacts”.

The Democratic Independent Workers
Party (POID) is proud of having given its

wholehearted support  for  six  months to
the labour organisations and activists in
Britain who have campaigned for Britain
to leave the European Union whilst lin-
king this with the fight for the workers
and peoples  of  the whole of Europe to
leave.

It is proud to have been an active parti-
cipant in public meetings in Paris on 26
September and especially on 28 May in
the company of comrades from Britain,
Germany,  Italy,  Greece  and  Belgium
(where  there  is  a  general  strike  on  24
June)  and  with  the  support  of  workers
and  militants  from  25  European  coun-
tries.

Saluting  the  victory  of  the  workers
across the Channel, the Democratic Inde-
pendent Workers Party gives its full sup-
port to the appeal launched in France by
1,000 workers and activists of all politi-
cal tendencies for a national conference
of  workers  and  youth  “For  breaking
with the European Union and the Fifth
Republic”. 

The  POID  invites  its  members  and
supporters  to  intensify the  campaign  in
support  of  this  appeal;  more  than  ever,
the crucial question is breaking with the
European Union.

The victory for Brexit is a victory for
the workers and peoples of the whole of
Europe, for their rights, for democracy.

The victory for Brexit opens the way
to  establishing  fraternal  relations
between the workers and peoples of the
whole of Europe. 

Out with the European Union and
the Fifth Republic!
Yes to democracy!

Yes to the working class fighting
for its rights!

Yes to workers’ rights,
Yes to the free union of the free

peoples and nations of the whole
of Europe!

Paris
6.00pm, 24 June 2016 



- JAPAN -
« An Appeal From Hiroshima to U.S. President Barack Obama

and Japanese Prime Minister Abe Shinzo ». 
Yuki Tanaka is one of the leader of  « 8—6 Hiroshima Peace Assembly ».  On the occasion of Obama’s visit to Japan, his organisation
launched « An Appeal From Hiroshima to U.S. President Barack Obama and Japanese Prime Minister Abe Shinzo ».

Yuki Tanaka: First I would like to explain
what  is  our  organisation.  It  has  been
created  40  years  ago.  Every  year,  on
August  6,  we  call  for  a  conference  in
which  300  persons  and  more  are
participating  for  the  anniversary  of  the
atomic bombing of Hiroshima. We gather
to honour the memory of the victims, and
we discuss  on what  happened in  1945,
but we also debate upon matters of the
day such as atomic power generators or
the  threats  against  the  article  9  of
Japanese Constitution. (See below).  We
then  demonstrate  in  the  streets  of  the
town towards the head office of electric
power company, which operates nuclear
power plants.

What  is  the  aim  of  your
open letter?

Y.  T.:  In  February 2014,
the United States ambas-
sador in Japan, Kennedy
(a member of the family
of  president  Kennedy),  went  to  the
Nagasaki peace park. We then decided to
write to Obama, President of the United
States, asking him to come to Hiroshima
also to bring his salute and his sincerely
apology  to  the  victims.  400  known
personalities have endorsed this letter. It
has been published, at least excerpts of
it,  in  Japan  Times,  the  main  English
newspaper in Japan. At the time, we did
not believe Obama would come to Japan.

Of course Obama did not expect that
a  new  drama  would  take  place  in
Okinawa  coinciding  with  his  visit.  An
American  citizen  working  in  the  U.S.
military base has raped a young Japanese
women. Everybody knows that people in
Okinawa  are  asking  that  this  basis  be
removed  and  therefore  important
demonstrations  are  due  in  the  coming
period.

What do you think is the reason for this
visit of Obama that is much advertised in
the media?

Y.  T.: In  my  opinion,  there  are  several
reasons. First of all, he has to do things
in the last months of his mandate in order
to justify the « Nobel Peace Reward » he

earned.  He has declared that  he was in
favour  of  « a  world  without  nuclear
weapons ».  But  this  speech  is  in  total
opposition  to  his  action.  His
administration  expenses  for  atomic
weapons rose even higher than those of
the Bush administration, in the name of
modernisation of the American atomics.
In fact, it means increasing the hit power
of  the  USA by increasing the  range of
their  missiles.  Huge  sums  were
swallowed  in  that  process.  One  should
also be aware that  during the last eight
years,  atomic  bomb  trials  have  been
going  on,  to  the  limit  just  before
explosion.  They  say  the  number  of
nuclear  heads  has  been  reduced,  but
these heads remain in stock. This in total
contradiction with his lip service. 

The  second  reason
is  that  he  wants  to
strengthen  military
cooperation  between
Japan  and  the  United
States.  There  are
important  US  military

bases in Japan. But the US government
ask  Japan  forces  to  take  in  charge  a
bigger part of its military system in Asia.
To that  end,  Obama’s  visit  is  in  fact  a
support  to  Abe,  who
wants  to  modify  our
Constitution  by  doing
away  with  its  article  9,
which  forbid  any
Japanese  military  inter-
vention  in  countries
outside Japan.

The  third  reason  is  US  military
control over Japan. Obama visited one of
the  biggest  US  force  bases  in  Japan,
Iwakuni  base.  He  declared  that  these
forces should be increased. As a matter
of fact, Obama stayed in Iwakuni several
hours, and only 50 minutes in Hiroshima,
and a mere 10 minutes in its museum, for
press photos. (When at least 2 hours are
necessary for the visit of the museum). 

Of  course  he  did  not  present  any
apologies during this visit. The Japanese
government  by  the  way  had  sent  in
advance a message to the White House,
saying that no  apologies were expected.
If  Obama  had  apologised,  this  would

have  created  a  situation  where  Abe
himself  would  have  been  forced  to
apologise for the war crimes perpetrated
by Japanese imperialism throughout Asia
during the last World War.

Concerning  Japanese  war  crimes,  you
raise in your letter  the issue concerning
Korean people...

Y. T.: Yes. One should know for instance
that  there  were  Koreans  victims  of  the
atomic  bombing  (around  40  000)  but
nothing is said about them. Just as if they
did  not  even  exist.  The  Japanese
government  had  selected  the  survivors
for  the  ceremony  with  Obama,  and  it
took  care  to  control  that  that  no  one
would ask questions or ask for apologies.
No Korean survivor was invited.  Not a
single one. 

You  have  been  informed of  the  Mumbai
appeal for a world conference against war
and exploitation. What do you think about
it ?

Y.T: War  is  a  central  issue  today.  In
Japan, they try to move forward nuclear
bomb production in the name of article 9,
which  says  that  Japan  has  to  defend
itself. Of course this is a comedy. How
could  one  call  an  atomic  bomb  a

« defensive »  weapon?
War  threats  are  heard
about  throughout  the
Pacific region.

Abe  is  preparing
elections,  and  this  is
another  reason  why he
asked  Obama  to  come

to Hiroshima. He wants to get Obama’s
support,  pose  as  a  pacifist,  win  the
coming  elections  and  then  modify
Constitution  article  9.  His  situation  is
difficult  although  he  has  an  absolute
majority  in  the  Parliament,  he  would
have  to  organise  a  referendum  on  that
question and I think in this referendum
he would loose. 

Holding a conference against war in
India  is  important,  because  Japan  and
India have closer relations today.  There
is an agreement between Abe and Modi,
the  Indian  Prime  minister.  We  will
discuss  the  possibility  for  our  organi-
sation  to  be  effectively  present  in  this
international conference.. 

   =>            If you wish to receive more information, if you wish to get in touch, please send your contact details to :  

owcmumbai2016@gmail.com

Obama stayed a mere 10 
minutes in the museum of 
Hiroshima, for press 
photos.

There were Koreans victims
of  the  atomic  bombing
(around 40 000) but nothing
is said about them.
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