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In prison for four years, for having organized their MSWU trade union
Free the eleven Suzuki-Maruti workers immediately!

The Maruti factory that today
employs  over  3000  workers  is
located in the north of  India,  in
Manesar, in the state if Haryana.
The  factory  was  privatised  in
2002  and  came  under  the
control of Suzuki.

Since  that  date,  75%  of  the
workers  have been precariously
employed,  without  the  least
social protection.

In  the  company  there  had
been  an  “in-house”  union.  The
working  conditions  were  extre-
mely hard. In most cases, 50% of
the monthly salary was variable,
depending  on  the  level  of  pro-
duction. The workers could lose
about  25%  of  that  fraction  of
their wages were they absent for
a day due to sick leave.

But  the  workers  began  to
build  an  independent  trade
union  called  the  Maruti-Suzuki
Workers Union (MSWU), uniting
the permanent workers and the
precariously  employed  workers.
In 2011, the trade union began to
undertake  steps  to  be  legally
recognized.  After  a  series  of
demonstrations  and  strikes,  the
trade union was recognized, but
the management of the company
refused  any  discussion  on  the
demands for regularizing preca-
rious jobs.

On July 18 2012, members of
the  trade  union  noted  the  pre-

sence  in  the  factory  of  thugs,
hired  by  the  management,  who
had  brought  them  into  the
company.  On  that  same  day,  a
foreman  insulted  a  worker  –
using insults based on the caste
that  the  worker  belonged  to.
Immediately  after  the  alterca-
tion, the worker was suspended.
The  trade  union  protested  and
demanded  the  lifting  of  the
measure.

Violence  broke  out  rapidly,
sparked by provocation from the
thugs, and the police intervened.
A  fire  started  in  one  of  the
workshops,  and a  manager  was
killed.  The circumstances of  the
death were never exactly deter-
mined. 

But  147  of  the  company
workers were arrested over the
following  days,  including  wor-
kers who were not present in the
factory  when  the  events  took
place.

Eleven  workers  are  still  in
prison  today,  four  years  later.
There cases are to be judged by a
high court in the coming days.

As  was  explained  by
Nambiath  Vasudevan,  co-
rapporteur  of  the  World  Confe-
rence and who has been commit-
ted for the past four years to the
defence of the Maruti workers, in
the  name  of  the  NTUI  (New
Trade  Union  Initiative):  “The

Indian officials  have warned the
courts  of  justice,  saying:  freeing
the  Maruti  workers  would  be
sending a wrong sign to  foreign
investors”. 

Having  heard  two  militants
from  the  trade  union,  Pardeep
Gujjar  and  Ram  Niwas  –  who
have  both  recently  been  freed
from  prison -  the  World  Confe-
rence  against  War,  Exploitation
and  Precarious  Labour  has
proposed  to  organize  broader
worker delegations to the Indian
Embassies  in  all  countries
throughout the world, to demand
the  immediate  liberation  of  the
11 Maruti workers who are still
imprisoned.

FOLLOW UP COMMITEE
OF THE MUMBAI CONFERENCE  

Innocent Assogba (Bénin)
Alan Benjamin (United States)
Colia Clark (United States)
Constantin Cretan (Romania)
Berthony Dupont (Haïti)
Ney Ferreira (Brazil)
Daniel Gluckstein (France)
Rubina Jamil (Pakistan)
Apo Leung (China)
Gloria Gracida (Mexico)
M.A. Patil (India)
Mandlenkosi Phangwa (South 

Africa/Azania)
Klaus Schüller (Germany)
Jung Sikhwa (Korea)
John Sweeney (Great Britain)
Mark Vassilev (Russia)
Nambiath Vasudevan (India)



PAKISTAN
APTUF hold Conference against 

“War, exploitation and precarious labor” on January 12, 2016
All  Pakistan  Trade  Union

Federation is holding a National
Conference  “against  war,
exploitation  &  precarious
labor”.

We  are  holding  this  confe-
rence  in  very  critical  situation
because of terrorism. Terrorism
is not only an issue in Pakistan
it is spreading widely in all over
the  world.  In  three  months  4
suicide  attacks  took  place  in
Balochistan,  and  in  Peshawar,
these  attacks  are  increasing  in
which  thousands  of  thousands,
people, women and children lost
their  lives.  Our  children  in
school and colleges are not safe,
even  the  lives  of  activists  are
also  not  save,  because  we  are
struggling  for  the  peace  and
against extremism.  Imperialism
does not want peace in Pakistan,
Afghanistan  and  all  over  the
world,  war  suits  to  them,  they
want  our  weak  government,
they  want  to  intervene  in  our
political matters, they want our
ruler  according  to  their  own
interest.  That’s  why  they  are
using  our  rulers  to  make  anti
workers  and  people  policies
which  suits  them not  Pakistani
people. 

TODAY  our  lives  are  not
save.  To  secure  the  lives  of
rulers  they  recruit  security
guards,  police  security  forces
full  of  armed  and  spending
millions  of  money.  The  Pakis-
tani  people  and  working  class
are  against  the  sectarian  riots,

which spread all over Pakistan.
Imperialism  do  not  want  unity
of  people  marching  on  streets
for  the  acceptance  of  their
demands to reduce the prices of
basic commodities, against load
shedding,  implementation  of
labour  laws,  no  to  IMF/World
Bank,  no  to  war.  In  sectarian
violence sunni putting blame on
shittee and shitte on sunnies.

Precarious  labour  is  increa-
sing.  Only  3  %  workers  are
unionized,  rest  of  the  working
class  is  working  in  very  harsh
working  condition,  getting  less
salary, more working hours, no
leaves,  no EOBI and no social
security,  they  have  no  right  to
unionized. Contracting and sub-
contracting system is increasing,
the workers are working in very
bad condition, their jobs are not
secure, and working like bonded
labour,  their  basic  rights  are
violated,  62%  women  are
working as home based worker
and domestic workers, no labour
laws are applicable.

Pakistan foreign policy is not
very  successful,  we  have  not
good relations with Afghanistan,
India  and  Iran  too.  Recently
tensions  between  India  and
Pakistan started and its  end on
cross  boarder  firing  in  which
people lost  their  lives,  negotia-
tions  process  stop.  Afghanistan
is  blaming  that  terrorists  are
coming  from  Pakistan  and
Pakistan blaming on them.

The trade union movement is
not only struggling and fighting
to secure the rights of workers,
they  are  struggling  for  peace,
unity and end exploitation.

To  discuss  about  how  to
overcome  the  situation  and  to
make  some  strategies,  and
struggle  unitedly  for  peace,
APTUF is  going to  organize  a
National Conference ”for peace,
against  war,  exploitation  and
precarious labour”.

Inviting trade-unionists, poli-
ticians, youth, lawyers, women,
teachers  and  journalists  to
openly discuss about their views
to  how  to  put  pressure  on
government  to take measure to
stop war, end precarious labour
and exploitation, they also share
their views to struggle unitedly
against  all  kind  of  exploitation
against working class.

Conference  will  be  held  in
Lahore on January 12, 2016 in
Punjabi  Complex.  More  than
800  activists  from  all  over
Pakistan will participate.

We  request  you  to  kindly
send message  of  solidarity  to
aptuf16@yahoo.com and  also
financially support us to hold
this conference successfully.

Thanks for all your support.

In solidarity,
Rubina Jamil

General Secretary APTUF
President APWC

  =>          If you wish to receive more information, if you wish to get in touch, please send your contact details to :  

owcmumbai2016@gmail.com
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