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RUSSIA
Denis, activist of the « Workers' Platform », delegate to the Mumbai Conference.

“Over 700 workplace conflicts in Russia this year” 
Two  activists  of  the  “Workers'  Plat-

form”  will  attend  the  Mumbai  World
Conference. Today, you are engaged in a
solidarity  campaign  with  South  African
students. What does the slogan “For free
education” mean for you in Russia?

In our country, education is free for
20% of the students, which means that
out  of  two  million  students,  the  State
pays the fees for 600,000 of them. This
is  much  when  you  compare  with  the
situation in the United States or South
Africa.  But  it  is  not  much  when  you
compare with what used to exist during
the USSR period or with what we want
today in  our  country and  world  wide:
the right to free higher education for all.
In  South  Africa,  application  fees  only
serve  to  guarantee  continued  de  facto
racial  segregation and, more generally,
social  injustice.  In  Russia,  every year,
our government scraps more and more
of  those  budget-guaranteed  places  in
universities,  closes  down  whole  col-
leges and institutes and seeks to genera-
lise religious tuition among students.

In South Africa, it is a “communist”
cabinet  minister  who  increases  fees.  I
think  such  “communists”  also  exist  in
Russia....   Guennadi  Ziouganov,  the
leader  of  the  Communist  Party  of  the
Russian Federation (KPRF), the second
party in Parliament, affords an model of
that  sort  of  self-styled  “communist”
leaders.  Actually  the  KPRF is  nothing
else  than  one  of  the  puppets  whose
strings  are  pulled  by  the  Kremlin,
whose sole function is to win over the
strata  of  public  opinion  looking  back
with  longing  on the  Soviet  period.  Its
propaganda  is  a  hodgepodge  of  red,
sickle-and-hammer,  orthodox  religion,
patriotism, conservatism and Putin as a
defender of the people. I once attended
a gathering called by the KPRF where a
workman who was furious because he
had been fired from his factory and had

received  no  severance  payment,  had
called  out  to  the  “communist”  deputy
asking  how  the  factory  management
could be forced to give him justice and
pay his severance payment. The KPRF
answered with a paraphrase of a slogan
chanted  during  the  revolution:  “The
weapon of the proletarian is the ballot
slip”  (the  original  slogan  was  “the
proletarian  weapon  is  the  paving
stone”).  I  could also give the example
of  this  other  KPRF  deputy  who  dug
money out of his own purse to have a
huge hoarding erected bearing a portrait
of czar Nicolas II with the written mes-
sage underneath: “Your Majesty, please
forgive  us!” (about  the  Bolsheviks'
decision  to  have  the  imperial  family
shot  during  the  civil  war).  So,  yes,
fighting those self-styled “communists”
is an international issue.

In  your  country,  media  and  govern-
ment keep explaining that Russia is Putin
and his regime. Is there no class struggle
in Russia?

During  the  year  in  Russia,  the
number  of  workplace  conflicts  has
reached the count of 700. To list a few:
the  national  mobilisation  of  truck
drivers who refused a tax pegged on the
number  of  kilometres  they had  driven
on federal road; a march to Moscow by
rural workers of the southern regions of
Russia;  the  contingent  of  tractors  was
quickly halted by the police forces; the
two month hunger strike of Rostov-on-
Don mine workers protesting the non-
payment  of  their  wages;  strikes  and
hunger strikes by workers building the
“Vostotchny” launching pad where local
high profile civil servant had picked so
much  money  from  the  building  site
budget  that  no money was  left  to  pay
the wages... Our media also say: France
is  Hollande,  Germany  is  Merkel,  the
USA is Obama. That is a conventional

lie which only serves to divide peoples.
In each country of the world there are
humble  houses  and  there  are  palaces.
Our  brothers  and  sisters  live  in  the
former, and the enemies of the working
class live in the latter. 
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PORTUGAL
“A means for the workers to show their solidarity and their unity”

An interview with Jorge Torres, trade union activist, delegate to the Mumbai conference

Can you introduce yourself?

I’m 61 years old and I work in a subsi-
diary of a cardboard and paper multinational
company. I’ve been a member of the workers
commission in this company for about eight
years. I’m also a trade union delegate for the
union of industrial manufacturing, energy and
environmental  activities,  affiliated  with  the
CGTP metal workers federation.

What  is  the  situation  of  the  workers  of
Portugal?

We are in  a  situation of blocked wages
and  precarious  employment.  The  bosses
demand total  polyvalence in the companies.
We  had  a  government  of  the  right  who
implemented  the policies  of  the Troika  and
the  European  Union,  crushing  the  workers.
The  collective  bargaining  agreements  only
being  negotiated  if  the  bosses  agreed,  they
have been voided one after the other.  

The government has reduced the salaries
of civil  servants  and retirement  pensions;  it
has increased the working hours of the civil
servants;  it  has  diminished  the loans  to  the
National Health Service and it has increased
income taxes.  Schools have closed with the
creation of “educational re-groupings”. Many
teachers have been dismissed. And all of this

has  been  in  order  to  reduce  the  deficit,  to
meet the “international commitments” and to
pay  the  “loans”  at  usurious  rates,  whilst
unemployment  has  been  rising  astronomi-
cally.

Has  the  change  of  government  after  the
last elections had a real impact?

With  the  Socialist  Party  government,
backed by the Portuguese Communist  Party
and  the  Left  Bloc,  the  number  of  working
hours  has  progressively been re-established,
along  with  part  of  the  civil  servants  wages
and the stolen retirement pensions. There was
a  minimum  salary  increase  of  15  euros.
Nevertheless,  labour  legislation  has  not  yet
re-established  collective  bargaining.  The
bosses confederation has announced that it is
ready to agree to a minimum wage increase,
on  the  condition  that  labour  legislation
remain  untouched:  for  the  bosses,  what  is
essential  is  precarious  employment,  exploi-
tation  and  an  end  to  collective  bargaining
agreements.  The  healthcare  sector  remains
paralyzed by a lack of credit. The nurses were
on strike last 13 and 14 October, because the
government has not honoured its promise to
re-establish  working  hours,  as  had  already
been granted to civil servants, nor its promise
to create 800 jobs in nursing. The European
Union has demanded the cutting of a billion

euros more in public expenses. The govern-
ment says that it will respect the directives of
the  European  Commission.  This  will  bring
about a hardening of the fight against  these
disastrous policies. We must therefore call for
unity in the working class.

How can the Mumbai conference help find
a solution in your country?

The  situation  of  the  working  class  has
degraded on all the continents, in India as in
Portugal.  This  conference  will  allow  the
workers to show that they accept neither the
wars nor the exploitation that they have been
subjected to  throughout  the world,  with the
spread of globalization. We need the unity of
all  the  trade  unions  in  order  to  become
stronger in our confrontation with the bosses,
in order to obtain better working conditions,
better  wages,  better  collective  bargaining
agreements and a better sharing of the wealth.
We urgently need to organize solidarity in the
working class,  because we are the one who
produce all the wealth, which is monopolized
by a  minority of exploiters.  I  hope that  the
Mumbai conference will be a means for the
workers  to  show  their  solidarity  and  their
unity,  and to exchange experiences on their
respective situations. It may also be a signi-
ficant step towards open the ways to a future
that is more fair and promising. 

SOUTH AFRICA
Interview with Busisiwe Cathrine Seabe, student at Wits University (Johannesburg)

“International Solidarity Has Revived Our Movement”
You are  one of  the  spokespersons  of  the

“Fees  Must  Fall!”  movement.  The  university
students  have  been  mobilising  for  more  than
one month to demand an education that is “free
and decolonised” --  and they are not  backing
down despite the brutal  repression.  Where do
things stand now?

The  students  have  been  mobilising  and
protesting  for  over  a  month.  There  is  still
brutal repression not only from the university,
but also from the police and private security.
The  situation  at  the  moment  is  dire:  The
students are faced with examinations, but they
are  also  faced  with  PTSD  and  cannot
concentrate.  Everyone  has  anxiety  from  the
repression by the institutions. We have called
on the Constitutional Court to stop examina-
tions to give students enough time to recover,
enough to even go back through the academic
program, if that is the direction that they want
to move in.

At the moment we’ve also put in a closed
[legal]  action  against  the  private  security
because  it  is  a  force  composed  largely  of
mercenaries. These are people who are trained
to  kill;  they  are  not  trained  to  deal  with  a
conflict situation such as the one we have seen

this  fall.  They  are  unable  to  deal  with  the
pressure that students exert  and the way that
students choose to participate and protest. 

These mercenaries are able to storm into
people’s residences and physically manhandle
students -- and even attack students. This is a
very dangerous situation. Today, in Pretoria the
Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) organised a
“free education” march. 

An international solidarity campaign with
the  South  African  students  and  against  the
repression they are facing is under way.  The
Organising Committee of the Mumbai World
Conference is playing a role in this effort.

 Do you have a message for those who have
taken a stand to support you?

I lack the words to express the amount of
gratitude that I have, that we students have, for
the international mobilisation that the Mumbai
Conference organisers have helped to promote.
This  has  enabled  us  to  link  up  with  other
students around the world, and with Members
of Parliament in France and Germany, who are
supporting our call for free, decolonised edu-
cation. This is assisting us to apply pressure on

our own State to hear our demands.

It  was  in  the  third  week  of  the  protest
when we got a commitment of solidarity from
the Mumbai Conference Organising Commit-
tee. It was a time when students were actually
being  demobilised  and  demoralised,  with  an
impending sense of defeat. When we got word
of  the  international  solidarity  --  and  people
were saying we were right to continue mobi-
lising -- it revived the movement. We under-
stood that the call for free, decolonised educa-
tion had gone beyond us, as mere students, not
only in  the  universities  but  in  South  Africa,
that this demand had broad support across the
continent and internationally.

I am looking forward more than anything
to meet all of you in Mumbai. It would also be
a good thing if the comrades of the Mumbai
Conference Organising Committee  were  able
to come down to South Africa to meet com-
rades down here.

All the topics on the agenda at the Mumbai
conference -- war, exploitation and precarious
labour --  are ones that have engaged us.  We
look forward  to  a  constructive  discussion so
that we can attain our objectives. 


