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International solidarity campaign
with South African students

To all supporters of labour rights and civil liberties around the world!

To  all  supporters  of  the  World  conference against  war,  exploitation and precarious
labour (Mumbai, November 18-19-20, 2016)!

Dear comrades, friends, brother and sisters!

We have been informed by labour activists from South Africa, who will attend the
Mumbai World conference against war, exploitation and precarious labour, that students
in  South  Africa  have  engaged  a  broad  mobilization  against  government  decision  to
increase fees in south African universities. The minister of higher education, Mr Blade
NZIMANDE, allowed universities to increase by 8% the registration fees for next year.

Dozens of thousands of students went on strike and took the streets to say: “Fees
must fall!”. They demand free higher education for all students, as it was promised 22
years ago by the new south African government, after the fall down of the racist regime
of Apartheid. 

South African students received the active support of one the main trade unions in the
country,  NUMSA (metal  workers),  whose  general  secretary  Irvin  Jim  stated:  “We
reiterate our full support for the students, and urge them to intensify the struggle for free
education  and  unite  with  primary  and  high  school  learners,  and  young  workers,
employed and unemployed (…) We repeat our demands to the ANC government: Accept
the demand of the students for free tertiary education. Put an end to the buying and
selling of education and to deliver free public pre-primary, primary, high school and
tertiary  education  for  all!  Accept  the  demand  of  the  students  for  an  immediate
moratorium on fee increases and to abolish fees!”

But the only answer given by the government was brutal repression. Police shot on
students with rubber bullets, on September 28 in Cape town and Johannesburg campuses,
as well as on October 4th in Wits (Johannesburg).  On October 4th, 17 students were
arrested. Some of them were released today.

On behalf of Preparatory committee of the Mumbai World conference against war,
exploitation  and precarious labour,  we would  like  to  express  our  full  support  to  the
struggle of South African students!

We call the South African government to immediately stop any kind of repression
against the students. We urge south African authorities to listen to the legitimate demands
of the students for free higher public education!

Every activist,  student or labour organization who wish to express their solidarity
with  the  students  can  send  their  resolutions  and  statements  to

owcmumbai2016@gmail.com, we will forward it to our friends in South Africa.

October 8th

Nambiath VASUDEVAN, 
Trade union solidarity committee, co-convenor

Mumbai World conference against war, exploitation and precarious labour organizing committee
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Dear friends and comrades!

Dear supporters of labour and democratic rights worldwide!

Dear delegates to the Mumbai World conference against war, exploitation and precarious labour!

One month ago, on September 19th in South Africa, thousands of students went on struggle against the decision of
Minister of higher education, Blade Nzimande, to allow university to increase their fees by 8%.

One month ago, dozens of thousands of south African students went on the streets to say “Fees must fall”!

Their struggle is legitimate.

But the government answer was a brutal repression. Police shot on students with rubber bullets, arrested dozens of
them.

Today,  October  19th,  delegated  from  South  Africa  to  the  Mumbai  World  conference  sent  us  the  following
information: “all over the country, students are arrested”. Delegates from South Africa sent us the leaflet of the students.

I urge you to take all possible initiatives to say, with our friends and comrades in South Africa:

“RELEASE OUR COMRADES NOW!”

Already we have been informed of initiatives of solidarity from Belgium, Brazil, France, Guine-Bissau, Mauritius,
Russia. We call you to broaden the campaign, to address South African embassies around the world to say:

Immediately stop repression against students!

Release our comrades now!

Fees must fall!

Please send copies of your messages or initiatives to the following e-mail:

owcmumbai2016@gmail.com

Nambiath Vasudevan
Organizing committee of the Mumbai World conference against war, exploitation and precarious labour (November, 18, 19 & 20, 2016)

October 19th 

Afghanistan
Immediate end to repression and yes to free education

To the Students and Labor Activists of South Africa

Dear sisters and brothers,

Left  Radical  of  Afghanistan  (LRA)  expresses  its
solidarity  with  you,  the  S.  African  students  and  labor
activists  who  have  been  struggling  against  the
government decision to increase the fees of universities.

LRA  strongly  condemns  the  brutal  repression  of
students and protestors by the police of the government
and  ask  for  immediate  stop.  LRA,  Supports  the  legal
demands of students and labor activists in South Africa
and call on the Minister of Higher Education Mr. Blade
Nzimande and  the  ANC  government  to  cancel  their
decision and insure free education for the citizens. 

It is really a shameful act of the government which
claims  ruled  by  the  tripartite  alliance  composed  of
Communist  Party  (SACP),  African  National  Congress
(ANC) and Trade Union (COSATU)  that originally has
the mission to  fight  against  private  ownership and the
business trend of social services and defend the rights of
deprived people, workers and youth.

In solidarity

Nasir Loyand
Left Radical of Afghanistan (LRA), Oct 2016

Belgium

October 20, for the second time, a delegation formed
by FGTB trade union activists  and students,  including
members of student trade-union USE, went to the South
African embassy in Brussels, to demand : 

“Release all the students arrested! Immediately stop
the repression against South African students! Fees must
fall!”.

mailto:owcmumbai2016@gmail.com


Brazil
Dear comrades, friends and brothers in South Africa,

We the undersigned students, professors and staff members of Bahia Federal University (UFBA) and affiliates of different social
movements in Bahia declare our solidarity and support to the struggle of South African students for free, universal and quality
education. We are aware that the tuition raise imposed by Jacob Zuma’s government is a severe blow to students and threatens their
right to access, and remain in, college; we therefore say NO to the fee hikes.

University are power spaces which for decades kept black and poor students away from college education, over which the white
elite always had the hegemony. We are aware that the struggle to end inequality and racism did not end with apartheid, and we,
Brazilians, wish to strengthen your struggle. We are ourselves living through tumultuous times as current President Michel Temer’s
coup d’etat government continues using Parliament to assault several workers’ rights and enforcing education measures and reforms
which aggrieve the people. A Constitutional Amendment (PEC 241) to limit investment in all areas of state activity has just been
adopted. From now on Brazil will not experience significant advances in research areas at universities and federal centres not
located in the large cities, which will entail a steep decline in the quality of graduate and post-graduate courses attended by inland
students. As an additional outcome of this measure, the education stage known in Brazil as “ensino médio” (high school) will
include  fewer  hours  in  subjects  involving  manifesting  and  developing  critical  thinking,  making  entirely  technically-oriented
education demands from our young people.  Our losses from Temer’s coup d’etat  government also include changes to pension
regulations, with the minimum retirement age moving up to 65 years, ignoring that working Brazilians spend 5 months of salary a
year to pay taxes.

We believe that in a capitalist, hierarchical society crisis moments are generally more keenly felt at the bottom of the social
pyramid. As such, education for the more disadvantaged parts of the population is a priority target for governments of a neoliberal
bent to cut. We resist as students and citizens being the victims of this push from sectors of the ruling class. From all this follows
our wish to join the struggle for a dignified future for our South African brothers, a people whom we owe thanks for being part of a
continent that  gave us all  the trappings of  civilization. Let  us  stick together  in  resisting racism, inequality and the excluding
capitalist system.

Diretório Central dos Estudantes (Central Student Directory) – DCE-UFBA
Instituto Cultural Beneficente Steve Biko (Cultural Charity Institute Steve Biko)

PINEB- Programa de Pesquisa Sobre Povos Indígenas do Nordeste Brasileiro (Research Programme on the Indigenous Peoples of Brazil’s Northeast)
Campanha Reaja ou Será Morto, Reaja ou Será Morta! (React or Die! Campaign)

Instituto Búzios (Búzios Institute)

France

October 19, 2016, around 100 activists of
Democratic independant workers party (POID)
and Revolution youth groups met in front of
South  African  embassy  in  Paris,  with  a
banner :  “Immediatly stop repression against
south  african  students”.  They  chanted
slogans  : “Blade,  Zuma,  hands  off  the
students!”.  Hundreds  of  endorsements  for
immediate  release  of  all  students  arrested
where collected on french campuses. 

Great Britain
Open letter to the ambassador of the South African Republic in London 

We,  the  undersigned  ,  have  been  informed  that  students  in  South  Africa  have  engaged  a  broad  mobilisation  against  the
government's decision to increase fees in South African universities. 

The minister of higher education, Mr. Blade Nzimande, allowed universities to increase by 8% the registration fees for next year.

Tens of thousands of students went on strike and have taken to the streets to say:"Fees Must Fall!”

They demand free higher education for all students -- as promised 22 years ago by the new South African government, after the
fall of the racist regime of Apartheid.

South African students received the active support of one of the main trade unions in the country, NUMSA (metal workers),
whose general secretary, Irvin Jim, stated:

"We reiterate our full support for the students, and urge them to intensify the struggle for free education and unite with primary
and high school learners, and young workers, employed and unemployed… We repeat our demands to the ANC government: Accept



the demand of the students for free tertiary education. Put an end to the buying and selling of education and to deliver free public
pre-primary, primary, high school and tertiary education for all! Accept the demand of the students for an immediate moratorium
on fee increases and to abolish fees!"

But the only answer given by the government was brutal repression. Police shot on students with rubber bullets, on September
28 in Cape Town and on Johannesburg campuses, as well as on October 4 in Wits (Johannesburg). On October 4, 17 students were
arrested. Some of them have been released but others are still under arrest.

Mister Ambassador,

We call upon the South African government to immediately stop any and all forms of repression against the students.

We urge the South African authorities to listen to the legitimate demands of the students for free higher public education! Fees
must fall!

We urge the South African authorities to drop all the charges against the students and to release immediately those under arrest.

First signatories--all in personal capacity : Mike Calvert, Islington Unison ; Jane Doolan,  Islington Unison ; Adrian Kennett,  Unison NEC ; Jon Rogers,
Lambeth Unison and Unison NEC ; John Sweeney, UCATT ; Councillor Makbule Gunes, Haringey Labour Councillor ; Stan Keable,  Labour Party Marxists ;
Jacqueline  Walker,  Thanet  East  CLP ;  Dean  Ryan,  Islington  Unison  ;  Terrence  P Luke, Islington  Unison ;  John  Jess,  Southampton  CLP  ;  Michael
Calderbank, Red Pepper magazine Editorial Board member ; Joanna Cardwell, Islington Unison ; Fiona Monkman, Islington Unison ; Floyd Codlin, Tottenham
CLP ; Jenny Mackley,  Islington Unison ; Diana James,  Islington Unison ; Rachael Harris,  Halesowen Momentum ;  Peter Bloomer,  Birmingham CLP ; Ken
Muller Islington NUT ; George Binette, Islington Unison ; Andrew Moir, Littlehampton CLP ; Phil Jackson, Tottenham CLP ; Tony Goss, Torquay CLP ; Nick
Phillips, Southwark Trades Council Secretary ; Henry Mott, Southwark Unite ; Alex Wood, Islington Unison ; Michael Calderbank, Islington Unison ; Mandy
Berger, Camden Unison ; Phoebe Watkins, Camden Unison ; Rahul Patel, Barrister ; Chris Bambery, Counterfire ; Graham Durham, Brent CLP ; Keith Dunn,
Tottenham CLP ; John Rees,  Counterfire ; Lindsey German,  Stop the War Coalition ; Clare Solomon,  Counterfire ; Chris Bright,  Islington Unison ; Dave
Statham, Unite the Union ; Brian Kelly, Unite the Union ; John Grimshaw; Sarwar Alam ; Ann Flowers ; Geoff Jelly ; Artem Selcuk.

Guinea-Bissau
To Your Excellency Mr Jacob Zuma

President of the Republic of South Africa Jacob Zuma

We send this letter to the President of the Republic of South
Africa  and  to  the  whole  of  South  African  youth  to  voice
our support  to the demands of South African students.  From
Guinea-Bissau we share in their struggle for public, free and
quality education in the service of building a free, sovereign
and integrated  Africa.  Education  Reform in  South  Africa  is
more  than due,  it  is  a  fundamental  historic  correction.  The
neoliberal education model implemented by apartheid must not
be  allowed  to stand.  That  is  were  the  legitimacy  of  our
friends’, the South African secondary and university students’
and professors’ struggle is grounded.

We demand  that  the  government’s  Department  of  Home
Affairs immediately stop the shameful repression that has been
going on in South Africa for over a week. At every occasion
our  continent’s  governments  chose  repression  rather  than
dialogue  they paved  the  way  to  emergency  rule  leading  to
arrests and torture of social militants, including many students.
The history of Guinea Bissau’s National Student Union, itself
subject  to severe repressions,  was shaped by the defence of
freedom  and international  solidarity  with  all  those  who
struggle for quality education, real democracy and freedom.

We demand that all arrested students be immediately freed
and  repudiate  the  police  assault  on  South  African  students
and every human rights violation against  the citizens of that
brother  country.  We  support  every  legitimate  demand  of
South Africa’s education movement. 

National Student Union of Guinea Bissau

Hungary
Please add my name to the petition to the South African

government  calling  for  an  immediate  halt  to  the  repression
against the students, the dropping of all charges (and release of
all  detained  students),  and  the  repeal  of  the  8%  tuition
increase. 

Matyas BENYIK, ATTAC Hungary

India
Forward Seamen’s Union of India

In solidarity from India – The Forward Seamen’s Union of India stands
with the students of South Africa against their sufferings

Brothers

The Forward Seamen’s Union of India (FSUI) is a major
Union of Seafarers, in India, wich is democratically functio-
ning, having maximum membership and support of seafarers,
in  the  Indian  Shipping  industry.  I,  the  undersigned  General
secretary of the FSUI, urge the government of South Africa to
stop the atrocities on the protesting students and strongly say,
yes:

“Release our comrades now!”

“After all, these students are the future of the south african
nation”

The  Forward  Seamen’s  Union  of  India  pledges  all  the
supports  to  the  suffering  students  of  South  Africa  and  join
hands with the Mumbai World Conference delegates to jointly
protest in this regard. 

Yours Fraternally,

Naresh BIRWADKAR, general secretary, Forward Seamen’s Union of India



Mauritius
Dear comrade Vasudevan,

LALIT in Mauritius joins
the  International  call  from
OWC  Mumbai  2016  and
expresses our solidarity with
students  in  South  Africa in
their  struggles  against
repression  imposed  by  the
South African Government.

We  support  their
demands  for  free  higher
public education.

Education is a basic right
and  not  a  commodity  that
will  benefit  the ruling class
only.

Long  live  student's
struggle! Long live worker's
struggle!

Yours in struggle,

Rada Kistnasamy
For LALIT, Socialist Revolutionary

Party in Mauritius

Romania
Energetics  miners  and

workers  from  Romania  stand
in solidarity with the actions of
students  in  South  Africa,  and
condemn the repressive actions
of government forces. 

Workers from Romania will
no longer accept the barbarism
of world capitalism against the
working  class  regardless  of
nationality.

We appeal to all our fellow
militants  from  around  the
world  attending  the  World
Conference in India to prepare
united struggle of the working
class  in  the  International
liaison  committee  of  workers
and  peoples  against  war,
oppression and exploitation of
the working class.

Proletarians of all countries,
UNITE!

National Federation of Labour (FNM)
chairman, 

Constantin Cretan

Russia
In  South  Africa  today  (October  4th)  police

clashed with supporters of free higher education.
Witwatersrand  university  (Johannesburg)
transformed into a battlefield, and police shot on
students with rubber bullets. 

By  chance  no  one  was  killed,  meanwhile
South African government is well known for its
brutality  against  protests.  But  at  least  two
students were arrested and 20 injured, and mass
repression  is  threating  participants  to
demonstrations.

The  conflict  on  the  issue  of  free  higher
education  in  South  Africa  enter  today its  third
week. And it is not the first time. The question is
that,  Azania  (as  native people,  fighting  for  the
rights of the Blacks, call their country) while still
not  formally  under  the  apartheid  regime,
continue to be a country of permanent inequality
between Blacks and Whites. (…) 

We are happy to see that the people of Azania
doesn’t give up its fight for its rights. Free higher
education  is  a  key issue  to  gain  jobs,  to  gain
salary equality, and at least a real equality. 

Vestnik Buri magazine wish to the people of
South Africa/Azania full success and victory in
this hard resitance. 

October 4th, 2016

Ukraine
Dear friends!

In the name of Marxist group "Against
the current" I express our solidarity to the
struggle  of  students  in  South  Africa.
Neoliberal  policy in education sphere has
serious negative effect  all over the world,
and it is usually imposed by force. 

If  you reject it, state repressive organs
try  to  demonstrate,  that  you  have  no
alternative.  That  is  why  success  of  your
struggle  is  a  real  alternative to  neoliberal
policy,  and  we  wish  you  victory  and
express our solidarity and moral support.

Yuri Shakhin
"Against the current"

United States of America

October 18th, 2016, in New York city, south African and American students and
university workers went to the South African consulate in NYC to protest against
repression and demand release of all students arrested. 



Interview with comrade Zwelinzima Vavi, former general secretary of COSATU (1999-2015), published in the French weekly newspaper La
Tribune des Travailleurs (Workers Tribune), October 26, 2016, N°61

“These students are our children. This is a working class battle.”

The staff of the Unions fighting for a
New Federation, as well as NUMSA, have
taken  a  clear  stand  in  defence  of  the
South African students and their demand
for free education -- as well against the
repression  by  the  government.  Could
you explain why?

These students are our children. We,
the  fathers,  provide  for  their  school
fees;  we  cannot  afford  them and as  a
result, many of us are victims and living
testimonies  of  the  impact  the  high
university  costs  and  registration  fees
will have on the students. We know this
as  parents  and  as  former  students
ourselves.  So  that’s  why
we  are  supporting  the
students. This is a working
class battle.  Workers,  and
the  Black  majority  in
South  Africa,  are  the
victims  of  the  exclusions
--  even  though  there  has
been  an  increase  in  the
intake  of  working  class
and  Black  students  as  a
result of the government’s
intervention  through
NSFAS (National  Student
Financial  Aid  Scheme).
But  NSFAS  is  not  a
solution.  It  is  a  loan  that
gets paid back at the end of the term of
the  students,  and  therefore  we  are
asking  that  a  free  education  be
introduced.  We  are  arguing  that  free
education  is  possible  in  South  Africa.
We are arguing that the government has
sufficient  resources  now to  do
something about free education. It’s not
a  matter  that  can  wait  until  a
commission reports back, and all of that
rubbish. We want free education now. 

What is  your characterisation of  the
politics of this government?

There is a general political crisis in
South Africa, a crisis of legitimacy and
a crisis  of  representation.  The govern-
ment itself, led by the ANC, the former
liberation movement, no longer has the
moral  authority  that  it  once  enjoyed;
there is no Nelson Mandela. More and
more people in South Africa no longer
participate in the formal elections. The
majority stays at home as the majority
feels  unrepresented.  There  is  a  crisis
also  in  the  representative  system  of
students. Most of the students consider

that  the  School  Representative
Councils, or SRC’s, are not legitimate.
They  have  had  played  no  role
whatsoever in the recent struggles. The
trade union movement is going through
its worst crisis, a crisis of representation
as  well.  COSATU  has  imploded.  The
once-powerful  trade  union  federation
has been divided by the ruling elite. We
plan to  form an alternative  federation;
we are still in the embryonic stages. So
there is a general crisis of representation

and legitimacy. That’s why there is not a
single  forum  where  there  could  be
direct  negotiations  between  the  stu-
dents, the parents, the government and
even the employers. We are on autopilot
politically  in  this  country,  and  that’s
why this  university  protest  is  a  mani-
festation of a broader political crisis in
South Africa today.

These past few days, there has been
an important increase in the international
solidarity with the South African students
and their struggle, from students groups
but  mainly  from  working  class

organisations  around  the
world.  Do you think this  is
important? 

We  are  absolutely
encouraged  by  the  increa-
sing  demonstrations,  pres-
sures  and  picketing  of
South African ambassadors
all  over  the  world,  inclu-
ding  in  France.  This  is
quite encouraging. We wel-
come  and  appreciate  these
very important messages of
solidarity  for  the  students
in  South  Africa.  And  we
would  like  to  encourage
other  student  formations

and  movements  all  over  the  world  to
take up this struggle. This is not a South
African struggle; this is a struggle of all
working  people  all  over  the  world.
Those who cannot afford the punishing,
high  education  fees  must  now  join
hands,  both  in  the  poor  and  the  most
developed countries,  to  say:  Education
is not a privilege, but a right that must
be  enjoyed  by  all  the  citizens  of  the
world!

October 21st, 2016


