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SOUTH AFRICA
To all supporters of labour rights and civil liberties around the world,

To all supporters of the World Conference Against War, Exploitation and Precarious Labour
(Mumbai, 18-20 November 2016)

Dear  comrades,  friends,  bro-
thers and sisters,

We  have  been  informed  by
labour  activists  from  South
Africa  --  who  will  be  attending
the  Mumbai  World  Conference
Against  War,  Exploitation  and
Precarious Labour -- that students
in  South  Africa  have  engaged a
broad  mobilisation  against  the
government's decision to increase
fees in South African universities.
The minister of higher education,
Mr.  Blade  Nzimande,  allowed
universities to increase by 8% the
registration fees for next year.

Tens of thousands of students
went  on  strike  and  took  to  the
streets  to  say: "Fees  Must
Fall!" They  demand  free  higher
education  for  all  students  --  as
promised  22  years  ago  by  the
new  South  African  government,
after the fall of the racist regime
of Apartheid.

South  African  students  recei-
ved the active support of one of
the  main  trade  unions  in  the
country,  NUMSA  (metal  wor-
kers),  whose  general  secretary,
Irvin Jim, stated:

"We reiterate our full support
for the students, and urge them to
intensify  the  struggle  for  free
education and unite with primary
and  high  school  learners,  and
young  workers,  employed  and
unemployed...  We  repeat  our
demands  to  the  ANC  govern-
ment: Accept the demand of the
students  for  free  tertiary  educa-

tion.  Put  an  end  to  the  buying
and selling  of  education  and to
deliver  free  public  pre-primary,
primary, high school and tertiary
education  for  all!  Accept  the
demand  of  the  students  for  an
immediate  moratorium  on  fee
increases and to abolish fees!"

But the only answer given by
the  government  was  brutal
repression.  Police  shot  on
students  with  rubber  bullets,  on
September 28 in Cape Town and
on  Johannesburg  campuses,  as
well  as  on  October  4  in  Wits
(Johannesburg). On October 4, 17
students  were  arrested.  Some of
them were released today.

On  behalf  of  Organising
Committee of the Mumbai World
Conference Against War, Exploi-
tation and Precarious Labour, we
would  like  to  express  our  full
support  to  the  struggle  of  the
South African students

We  call  upon  the  South
African government to immedia-
tely  stop  any  and  all  forms  of
repression  against  the  students.
We  urge  the  South  African
authorities  to  listen  to  the
legitimate  demands  of  the
students  for  free  higher  public
education!

Every  activist,  student,  or
labour organisation that wishes to
express  their  solidarity  with  the
students  can  send  their  resolu-
tions and statements to :
owcmumbai2016@gmail.com  .
We  will  forward  them  to  our

friends in South Africa.
In solidarity,

Nambiath VASUDEVAN
Co-Convenor, Trade Union Solidarity Committee

Organising Committee for Mumbai World
Conference Against War, Exploitation and

Precarious Labour

8 October 2016  

ORGANISING COMMITTEE
FOR THE MUMBAI CONFERENCE .

MARCH 9, 2016 .

AFGHANISTAN
Nasir Loyand, Left Radical of Afghanistan.

BRAZIL
Claúdio Ribeiro, labour lawyer, former trade 
unionist in the Bank sector and founding member
of the Workers Party (PT) in Brazil.

BURUNDI
Paul Nkunzimana, Workers Party for 
Democracy (Parti des travailleurs et de la 
démocratie - PTD).

FRANCE
Daniel Gluckstein, national secretary of the 
Democratic independent workers Party (POID).
Bernard Saas, trade unionist.

GREAT-BRITAIN
Ian Hodson National President BFAWU ( Bakers
Food Allied Workers Union )

INDIA
Nambiath Vasudevan/Franklyn D’Souza, Joint 
Convenors, Trade Union Solidarity Committee 
(TUSC), Mumbai.
M. A. Patil, President; SarvaShramikSangh 
President; New Trade Union Initiative, 
Maharashtra State, Mumbai.
Milind Ranade, General Secretary 
KachraVahatuk-ShramikSangh (KVSS), Mumbai.

PAKISTAN
Rubina Jamil, All Pakistan trade union 
federation APTUF.

RUSSIA
Mark Vassilev, historian and activist.

USA
Alan Benjamin, executive committee member, 
San Francisco Labor Council (AFL-CIO)
Baldemar Velasquez, President, Farm Labor 
Organizing Committee FLOC (AFL-CIO).
Nancy Wohlforth*, OPEIU, Secretary treasurer 
Emerita.

*For id. only.

  =>          If you wish to receive more information, if you wish to get in touch, please send your contact details to :  

owcmumbai2016@gmail.com

https://webmail1m.orange.fr/webmail/fr_FR/read.html?FOLDER=SF_INBOX&IDMSG=13282&check=&SORTBY=1
mailto:owcmumbai2016@gmail.com


ITALY
For the victory of a « no » vote in the referendum on the “reform” of the Constitution 

The Italian activists preparing the Mumbai Conference Against War, Exploitation and Precarious Labour have sent us the article below on the policy that is being
pushed by the Italian government, in liaison with the European Union - a policy that is aimed at changing the form of the State.

In  November,  the  Italian  voters  will  be  called
upon to decide, in a referendum, on “the reform” of
the  Constitution  that  has  been  approved  by  the
Parliament.

The  capitalists,  the  speculators  and  the
governing  bodies  are  fretting  over  a  possible
victory of  the  no vote.  The European  Union  has
threatened:  “If  the  no wins,  the  recovery  will  be
compromised”. The Confindustria (the bosses) and
the Fitch ratings agency have also called for a yes
vote, whilst the American ambassador has declared
that if the no were to win, “it would be a step back
for foreign investment in Italy”.

Why all this panic? First of all,  what are the
contents of the “reform”? Up until now, laws have
had to be voted by the Chamber and by the Senate,
on the  basis  of  an identical text.  If  one  chamber
changes  the  text,  even  marginally,  the  draft  bill
must return to the other chamber. Now, this mecha-
nism has slowed down the adoption of many bills,
and  has  occasionally  stopped  them  from  being
adopted  (for  example,  the  European  Union’s
“golden rule”).  And that is because, between one
“reading” and another, there is the class struggle,
and pressure on the MPs, and the possibility of the
government’s downfall, etc. 

A “Regional Senate”
The  “reform”  provides  for  doing  away with

this mechanism, with the objective openly stated by
Renzi (the Prime Minister – editor’s note) i.e., “the
setting  up  of  ‘reforms’  must  be  speeded  up,
particularly the policies of the European Union.”

The  reform  makes  direct  reference  to  the
European  Union  and  the  need  for  applying  its
directives:  only  the  Chamber  will  be  able  to
directly approve laws.

And the Senate? It is to be transformed into a
“Regional  Senate”  for  pushing  the  regions  to
implement the destructive “counter-reforms”.

The Renzi government is taking a big risk
This situation needs to be seen in relation to

the  resistance  of  the  workers  over  these  past
twenty-five years. Many blows have been dealt, but
the governments and the European Union have not
been able to go all the way in achieving their plans.
The working class may arise at any time now. And
that  is  because  the  workers  have  preserved  the
independence of their trade unions (with the CGIL
in  the  lead).  This  reform  undoubtedly  aims  at
attempting  to  neutralize  their  strength  and  thus
represents an attack against trade unions and their
independence.

After Renzi’s electoral defeat in June, and the
fights  against  the  Jobs  Act  and  the  law  on
education, the government is taking a big risk, and
the victory of a yes is uncertain. For example, this
autumn’s back-to-school resulted in hitherto unseen
chaos, putting the fight for its repeal back on the
agenda.

The CGIL calls for voting no
Pushed  by  the  taking  of  positions  by  the

workers and the trade union bodies, the leadership
of the CGIL has taken the position of voting no and
“commits all the structures to campaigning for no”.
This is of significant support for the working class,
and the discussion should now be intensified on the
reasons  for  voting  no,  for  genuinely  mobilizing
workers on their own ground, and not on that of a
need for “another reform”.

For its part, the Political Movement for Repeal
(created at last 27 May’s rally, which gathered one
hundred and fifty militants and workers, around the
list for the Turin elections) has convened a rally for
victory  of  the  no,  next  20  October,  to  help  the
workers  grasp the meaning of  the referendum, in
the face of propaganda that is once again pushing
to say that this reform must be “changed”, “modi-
fied” in order to, in the end, get it passed. 

Lorenzo Varaldo

March 8 1917 – March 8 2017

Women and the Russian Revolution - Women and Revolution
Dear Comrades, Friends, Sisters and Brothers,

As you all know, by celebrating International Women's Day on March 8th, we commemorate and pay tribute to those brave women who took up the struggle for 
bread, peace, and freedom -- and also for an end to the war -- in Russia in 1917. We all are proud that women workers were in the leadership of those struggles.

Comrades, as a woman activist and trade unionist in Pakistan, I would like to celebrate with you the 100th anniversary of the Russian Revolution, which remains
a great benchmark for all the working class, for all the peasants, for all the oppressed peoples, for all the youth and women workers. The Russian Revolution remains
a great inspiration to all of us.

Today, we women are victims of violence by the State, in our homes, and by the wars. In my country, Pakistan -- and also in Afghanistan, India, and Sri Lanka --
women are facing the worst kinds of violence. Thousands of women are killed in terrorists attacks -- a terror that imperialism is responsible for - at the same time 
they are victims of traditional and social norms only applicable to women, as the patriarchal and feudalistic system makes them third-rate citizens of society. Women 
also face heightened violence at home and in the work place.

So let us join together to break all those chains, and let us celebrate March 8th with great zeal and raise our voices against all forms of discrimination, 
exploitation and injustice. Let us join together to pay great tribute to the working women in Russia who, in 1917, rose up to demand bread, peace and freedom.

I call on all women the world over to mobilise massively to fight for peace and to break all our chains of bondage. Let us celebrate International Women's Day 
on March 8th, side by side with all workers, by raising our voices to say, "Women do not want war! They want peace and freedom!"

I call upon you to join with me in setting up an International Committee to organise these rallies and actions on International Women's Day against war, 
exploitation and injustice - in continuity with the Mumbai Conference Against War, Exploitation and Precarious Labour on 18-20 November 2016.

Let us join together in the struggle - side by side - to put an end to violence, war and exploitation.

Long live the working class!

Long live international solidarity!

Rubina Jamil, activist and trade union leader, Pakistan

Endorsers of this call and supporters of the international committee: 
BELGIUM: Françoise Cambie, worker; Laetitia Coucke, student activist; Nathalie Leloup, trade unionist; Monique Lermusiaux, retired, trade union activist; Laura Moraga Moral,
teacher, trade unionist; Claire Thomas, trade union representative in education. 
FRANCE :  Julie Beguerie,  teacher, political  and trade union feminist activist; Katel Corduant,  trade unionist;  Christel Keiser, municipal  council representative, POID; Christelle
Leclerc,  trade  unionist; Geneviève  Marchal,  trade  unionist  for  the  Widows  and  Wives  of  Miners  Collective;  Isabelle  Michaud,  French  Communist  Party  municipal  council
representative;  Marie-José Montout, activist for the defence of gynaecological healthcare;  Marie-Luce Mouly, activist for breaking with the European Union and the French 5 th

Republic. 
GERMANY: Sidonie Kellerer, university professor (Cologne). 
GREAT BRITAIN: Jane Doolan public services trade unionist, Doreen McNally trade unionist, Women of the Waterfront .
GREECE: Vassiliki Frangou, writer (Athens); Eva Kallitsi, student (Athens); Maryse Le Lohé, activist of Laiki Enotita (Athens); Sotiria Lioni (Nafplio). 
HUNGARY: Anyiszonyan Klàra, retired from the chemical industry; Somi Judit, editor of Munkas Hirlap. 
ITALY: Valeria Busicchia, teacher; Monica Grilli, teacher, trade union representative; Elisabetta Raineri, teacher, trade union representative.
MEXIQUE : Liliana Plumeda (Mexicali), Alejandra Rivera (Tijuana).
RUSSIE : Aliona Glazkova, activist and left-wing journalist.
UNITED STATES: Colia Lafayette Clark, National Coordinator Judicial Violence Symposium, activist in the civil rights movement; Melina Juarez, student; Millie Phillips,
Socialiste Organizer; Itzel Calco Medina, activist for immignrant's rights.


