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CHINA
The sentences have just been handed down against Zeng Feiyang, Zhu Xiaomei,

Meng Han and Tang Huanxing!

Overturn the sentences!
Release Meng Han!

 3 December 2015: Labour activists Zeng Feiyang, Meng Han, Zhu Xiaomei and Tang
Huanxing are arrested by the police.

 June  2016:  They  are  charged  with  “disturbing  social  order”  by  the  People’s
Procuratorate of Panyu District, Guangzhou Municipality (Canton). 

 27 September 2016: The court sentences three of the activists. According to Xinjua
official  agency,  “the  three  persons  who  had  organised  strikes  have  been  judged  for
disturbance of public order” Zeng Feiyand has been given a suspended three-year prison
term and a 4 year probation term; Tan Huanxing and Zhu Xiaomei have both been given
suspended 18-month sentences and 2 years of probation. The trial of Meng Han, who has
been in prison for nearly ten months, has been postponed.

Their crime? According to the authorities themselves: they had “founded a centre to help migrant
workers” and helped workers find out about their rights, and to organise.

In  keeping  with  the  traditions  of  workers’  international  solidarity,  we  call  on  all
organisations of the democratic labour movement to mount a genuine campaign to free
these activists.

Overturn all the sentences!

Defending workers' interests is not a crime.

The workers’ right to organise independently knows no borders.
This appeal was launched at the 20 th China Solidarity Banquet on 19 September, in Paris right

after the court decisions were made known.

ORGANISING COMMITTEE
FOR THE MUMBAI CONFERENCE .

MARCH 9, 2016 .

AFGHANISTAN
Nasir Loyand, Left Radical of Afghanistan.

BRAZIL
Claúdio Ribeiro, labour lawyer, former trade unionist
in the Bank sector and founding member of the 
Workers Party (PT) in Brazil.

BURUNDI
Paul Nkunzimana, Workers Party for Democracy 
(Parti des travailleurs et de la démocratie - PTD).

FRANCE
Daniel Gluckstein, national secretary of the 
Democratic independent workers Party (POID).
Bernard Saas, trade unionist.

GREAT-BRITAIN
Ian Hodson National President BFAWU ( Bakers 
Food Allied Workers Union )

INDIA
Nambiath Vasudevan/Franklyn D’Souza, Joint 
Convenors, Trade Union Solidarity Committee 
(TUSC), Mumbai.
M. A. Patil, President; SarvaShramikSangh 
President; New Trade Union Initiative, Maharashtra 
State, Mumbai.
Milind Ranade, General Secretary KachraVahatuk-
ShramikSangh (KVSS), Mumbai.

PAKISTAN
Rubina Jamil, All Pakistan trade union federation 
APTUF.

RUSSIA
Mark Vassilev, historian and activist.

USA
Alan Benjamin, executive committee member, San 
Francisco Labor Council (AFL-CIO)
Baldemar Velasquez, President, Farm Labor 
Organizing Committee FLOC (AFL-CIO).
Nancy Wohlforth*, OPEIU, Secretary treasurer 
Emerita.

*For id. only.

BURUNDI
“The Mumbai Conference corresponds to the problems and aspirations of the workers of my country”

An interview with Paul Nkunzimana, member of the steering committee of the Party of Workers and Democracy of Burundi (the PTD)

Your  party  is  engaged  in  the  prepa-
ration on the Mumbai Conference. Can you
tell us why?

We have discussed,  at  the  leadership
level  and  in  the  bodies  of  the  Burundi
PTD,  on  the  content  and  the  themes  of
this  conference  against  war,  exploitation
and  precarious  employment.  These
themes  correspond  to  problems  and  the
aspirations of the workers and the young
people of Burundi, as in our sub-region.

Indeed, the peoples are confronted in a
cyclical  way  with  diverse  conflicts  that
are directly linked to the implementing of

the policies of the different powers under
the  aegis  of  the  World  Bank,  the
International  Monetary  Fund  and  the
European  Union  –  policies  which  are
founded on privatizations and the paying
off of the foreign debt and, consequently,
the  pillaging  of  the  resources  of  these
countries. Everyone knows that the region
of the Great Lakes has been through many
wars and deadly conflicts since the end of
the  1950s.  We  can  site  the  wars  in
Rwanda, in Burundi and in the Democra-
tic  Republic  of  Congo (the DR Congo).
There are wars going on yet today. There

are new threats menacing Burundi where
there has been a crisis of multiple forms –
political,  economic,  institutional  and
social  –  notably  since  the  2015  general
elections and notably in relation with the
third  term  of  the  president  of  the
Republic,  which  provoked  much  oppo-
sition.

Since then, the situation has continued
to worsen. There are deaths and assassina-
tions  practically  everyday,  and  kidnap-
pings and disappearances, etc.

This is the reason why the leadership
of the PTD reckons that the major powers



and their institutions cannot bring a solu-
tion as  they had envisaged,  for  example
with the Arusha Conference. The situation
is at  a standstill,  the masses continue to
suffer  and  the  policies  of  privatization
continue,  despite  the  opposition  of  the
institutions in place to the intervention of
foreign troops.

The PTD has pronounced itself against
the  intervention  of  these  troops,  for  the
urgent  organization  of  a  sovereign
national  conference  for  peace  and  the
defence of the nation.

Can  you  tell  us  precisely  where  the
Burundi troops are intervening?

At the same time as the government is
opposing  the  intervention  of  foreign

troops in Burundi, the major powers have
pushed  the  country  to  send  troops  to
Somalia, for example, where Burundi has
a very significant contingent, and likewise
for  the  Central  African  Republic.  In
practically  all  the  countries  where
imperialism  intervenes,  it  calls  on
Burundi  troops:  in  Sudan,  for  example,
and in the Ivory Coast and Haiti, etc. We
pronounce  ourselves  for  bringing  home
the  troops,  whose  presence  flouts  the
sovereignty of these peoples.

You spoke of the wars that are spread-
ing in  all  of  the  countries  of  the  region?
Can  you  specify  the  reasons  for  the
multiplying of these wars?

In  fact,  the  essential  reason  is  to

enable  the  politics  of  imperialism  to  be
imposed.  We  can  take  the  case  of  the
RDC,  for  example  –  a  country  that  is
extremely rich in mineral resources, with
what have been named “blood minerals”,
like  coltan (used  in  cell  phones,  laptops
and  other  electronic  devices),  bauxite,
diamonds, copper, etc.

There  is  wealth  of  this  kind  also  in
Burundi: nickel, with 280 million tons of
deposits  in  this  little  country  of  28,000
km2 – i.e., one-fifth of the world supply.
Not far away is Sudan, where American
imperialism was behind a referendum in
2011  to  organize  the  secession  of  the
South of the country,  because the South
holds  75% of  Sudan’s  oil  reserves.  And
the  conditions  in  that  country have  still
not stabilized. 

SOUTH AFRICA
“Fees must fall!”

An interview with Mandla Phangwa, a young activist in Azania (South Afr ica)  and delegate to the
Mumbai  conference

A new wave of student demonstrations
(mostly  Black  students)  against  the
increase  in  university  costs  has  just
swept  over  the  country.  What  is  the
meaning  of  this  movement  that  is
standing up to fight the ANC government?

The ANC Secretary General  Gwede
Mantashe has just declared: “I’m not the
minister of education. Because if I was,
my first reaction would be to close them.
For 6 months. And open them after six
months, and close the residences for six
months.  After  a  year,  people will  know
higher  education  will  be  important  for
their future. You are not doing anyone a
favour by studying.”

That is the point of view of a party in
power on the students’ fight against the
cost  of  education.  Such  a  hostile  anti-
youth  and  anti-black  working  class
attitude  seems  to  imitate  that  of  the
previous  regime  under  the  white
National Party (the apartheid – racist –
regime  –  editor’s  note),  which  in  a
nutshell  explains  the  ANC carelessness
about the struggle for Free education, as
it is in contrast to its policies driven by
profit  and  the  exploitation of  the black
working class majority. At the same time,
the  divisions  within  the  tripartite
alliance(1) continue  to  widen  between
President Jacob Zuma and the Minister
of  Higher  Education  Blade  Nzimande.
President  Zuma pulled  a  populist  stunt
by instructing both the Treasury and the
Higher Education to find the money that

must  fund  the  provisions  for  a  0%
increase of the universities costs for the
year 2016/2017. On the other hand, the
minister of higher education has announ-
ced a staggering 8% increase in universi-
ties costs, which has sparked protests in
the universities.

Yes,  in  fact  black  students  are  up
against the minister of Higher education,
Blade Nzimande, who is also the general
secretary  of  the  Communist  Party  (the
SACP), member of the coalition in power.
tripartite ruling tripartite alliance. But the
Communist Party is in crisis…

The tripartite alliance in power is on
the verge of imploding. On one side, the
leaderships  of  the  SACP  and  the
COSATU have promised their backing to
the  general  secretary  of  the  SACT  –
Blade Nzimande, the Minister of Higher
Education, who announced the increase
in  university  costs  –  and  on  the  there,
there is a confusing situation inside the
Young  Communist  League  of  South
Africa  (the  YCLSA) over  the  question:
should we defend the general  secretary
of  the  SACP or  should  we  defend  the
demands of the students? This crisis has
exposed  the  cracks  in  the  Stalinist
bureaucracy  that  has  been  running  the
SACP and has lead to class collaboration
with the henchmen of imperialism. 

A delegation sent by the young people
and  workers  of  Azania  will  be  attending
the Mumbai conference “Against war and

exploitation”.   What  is  the  relevance  of
“Against war and exploitation” in Azania?

This  slogan  is  fully  relevant  to  the
youth and student movements in Azania
as  it  echoes  #Fees  Must  Fall.  For
university workers who are subjected to
extreme exploitation with meagre wages
and  unsafe  working  conditions,  this
slogan echoes theirs: “out-sourcing must
fall. “Against War and exploitation” also
speakes  to  the  unemployed  youth  of
Azania  which  through  desperation  find
itself  being  subjected  to  precarious
labour  as  refuge  to  poverty.  We  also
understand the fact that as South Africa
is much involved in imperialist wars and
troop  deployment  in  the  neighbouring
countries,  it  is  the  same  youth  that  is
recruited  to  the  Army  to  represent
imperialist  interests  in  the  CAR,  DRC,
Rwanda  and  Mali,  where  such  deploy-
ments result not only in the escalation of
crises in those countries but also has an
agonising  impact  on  the  working  class
and the youth there.

The slogan also speaks to the efforts
we have been making as Trotskyist youth
activists  in  trying  to  call  for  a  united
front  which  must  put  at  the  centre  the
solidarity  amongst  the  youth,  workers
and the student’s movements towards a
real fight for a Black Workers Republic
of Azania. 

(1) The government alliance made up of the ANC,
the  Communist  Party  (the  SACP)  and  the
leadership of the COSATU trade union.
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