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PAKISTAN
“ War as a means of attacking workers' rights”

Muhammad Anwar, President of the All Pakistan Trade Union Federation (APTUF) and Chief Organizer of the Railway
Worker’s Union (Open Lines) of Pakistan, answers our questions.

What are the main characteristics of
the situation in Pakistan with regard to
workers ?

As a trade union official  I  am at
the moment aware of an all-out attack
on  the  standard  of  living – which  is
already  very  low – of  the  working
class, its gains and rights. This attack
is centred in particular on an attempt
to  privatize  the  large  sectors  of  the
economy that have been nationalized
(the  railways,  the  national  airline,
water and power utilities,  the central
bank). This privatization involving the
destruction  of  statuses  would  entail
the  undermining  of  gains  and  rights
won  by  the  workers  of  the
nationalized  sector,  which  would
inevitably  worsen  conditions  of
exploitation for all Pakistani workers.

This  onslaught  is  taking  place
against a backdrop essentially marked
by war. The imperialist war that began
with  the  attack  on  Afghanistan  and
then  on  Iraq,  has  now  spread  to
Pakistan. We suffer the consequences
of air strikes and the wave of violence
and murderous  bomb attacks  fuelled
by the imperialist intervention itself.

Today  there  is  no  security  in
Pakistan.  People  are  anxious  when
they go to work. They fear for their
children.  It  is  getting  difficult  to
travel  across  the  country.  For
example,  the  last  time  I  went  to
Baluchistan,  the  train  had  to  stop
because the track had been sabotaged
and we had to finish the journey by
car  (there  were  still  200 km to  go)
thanks to the help of those who were
organizing  the  union  meeting  I  was
going to attend. In fact, in spite of all
the  obstacles,  we  have  maintained
nationwide union activities.

In connection with the situation you
have described,  what  do you think of
the  conference  called  for  in  Mumbai
next  November,  by  a  sector  of  the
Indian  labour  movement  -  a  world
conference  against  war,  exploitation
and precarious labour ?

For  us  this  conference  is  very
important. I have referred to war as it
is at the moment paving the way for a
ruthless and violent exploitation of the
Pakistani  working  class  which,  in
particular,  results  in  an  increasingly
widespread use of  precarious  labour.
As  I  said  recently;  “Precarious
labour is rapidly becoming the main
way  of  trampling  on  workers'  most
basic rights. Workers are employed in
such conditions that they have no job
security,  are  often  unable  to  join  a
union,  and  are  not  covered  by
collective agreements. Employers use
precarious  labour  to  flout  all  obli-
gations: no pensions, no health insu-
rance,  no  overtime  pay;  that  is  the
condition  of  the  precarious  workers
whose  wages  are  often  50%  lower
than  those  of  people  in  steady
employment.”

APTUF  gives  its  support  to  the
Mumbai  Conference  and  we  have
already constituted our  delegation of
seven  officials – including  myself – 
who have decided to go to Mumbai to
take part in this conference 

You  said  Pakistani  railways  were
threatened  with  privatization.  What  is
precisely the situation at the moment ?

I  was  hired  by  the  national  rail
company in 1979 and joined the rail
workers' union – which is affiliated to
APTUF – in 1982, when the leader of
the  union  was  comrade  Gulzar
Chaudry.

At  that  time,  rail  workers  had  to
put  up  with  extremely  hard
conditions.  Wages  were  very  low,
about  800 Pakistani  rupees a month.
There  was  no  health  care.  Rail
workers  had  no  hospitals  or  health
centres  to  get  treatment.  In  addition
they  were  scattered  into  various
groups.  The first  thing was to act  to
unite them, i.e. to bring them together
in the union. In other words, we had
to  start  building a  strong and united
trade union, open to all  workers. We
did  so  on  the  basis  of  a  platform
listing the demands of the union. 

In 1984 a strong mobilization led to
massive demonstrations, of which rail
workers constituted the backbone, and
which included workers of all sectors.
Confronted with this mobilization and
strikes – although at the time Pakistan
was  under  the  rule  of  a  military
dictatorship  led  by  general  Zia  and
officially  all  public  gatherings  were
banned – the  government  agreed  to
negotiate.  Of  course  there  was
repression,  and  demonstrators  were
attacked by the police using batons and
tear gas. 75 union reps were arrested.
But, faced with the united mobilization
of  workers,  the  government  backed
down: all activists were released. 

Eventually  negotiations  began.
Rail  workers  then  won  significant
changes  in  their  living  and  working
conditions. Wages went up from 800
rupees to 1100 rupees.  Workers won
health care provision and hospitals – 
which  were  within  the  remit  of  the
company – specially  meant  for  them
in  case  of  accident  or  illness;  they
obtained  grants  to  help  with  the
education  of  rail  workers'  children.
Those gains still  exist  today and the
purpose of privatization is to get rid of
them. 



ZIMBABWE
“Any aggression against Zimbabwe's Land Revolution should be considered as

an aggression against all workers, peasants and the downpressed”
Mafa, delegate from Zimbabwe to the Mumbai conference (extracts)

« Zimbabwe  has  being  under  the
illegal  embargo  for  about  16  years.
Illegal  in  the  sense  that  it  was
unilaterally  imposed  by  USA and  its
surrogates by passing the UN Security
Council.  Zimbabwe is being punished
for trying to correct the historical land
imbalances which were skewed in the
favour  of  only  4  thousand  white
minorities against the landless masses
of 12 million. This is the reason why
the  liberation  war  was  fought  to
dispossess  our  erstwhile  colonial
masters  of  our  resources  and  to  gain
political  power.  What  could  be  the
meaning  of  our  independence  if  the
means  of  production  are  still  in  the
hands  of  our  colonial  master?  That
paradox of being poor when you have
your  rich  resources  must  be radically
reversed,  that  is  exploitation  at  its
highest order. Our fight is your fight as
we  fight  to  free  ourselves  from  the
shackles  of  imperialism,  colonialism
and  neo-colonialism.  One  way  of
defeating  the  imperialists  was  by
working  the  land  that  had  been
reclaimed  by  the  Government  of
Zimbabwe. Remember, a united people
striving to  achieve the common good
for  all  members  of  the  society,  will
always emerge victorious. Together we
can. With your support comrades and
friends, we swear to defend our Land
Revolution  as  the  bulwark  and  the
heritage of all the revolutionaries who
will fight for the full sovereignty and
freedom of the people of the world as
the  African  fathers  did  in  this
continent. The colonial forces have the
money  to  buy  loyalty  of  these
reactionary forces and let us be united
to  fight  their  evil  intentions.  Any
aggression  against  Zimbabwe's  Land
Revolution should be considered as an
aggression against all worker, peasants
and the downpressed. Individually, we
are  too  weak  to  withstand,  let  alone
defeat,  the  forces  of  imperialism that

desire to peg us eternally on the lesser
podium of  global  race  relations.  It  is
only  when  we  stand  together,  and
galvanise our individual strengths into
a  colossal  army can  we move Africa
forward.  Africa  must  reclaim  her
strength  and  her  destiny.  The  First
Chimurenga  (Revolution)  was  waged
in the 1890's by our ancestors against
white occupation of their lands. Their
weapons were inferior to those of the
settlers  and  they  lost  most  of  the
battles. The most notable leaders of the
first  Chimurenga  were  Mbuya
Nehanda,  Sekuru  Kaguvi  and
Lobengula, just to name a few.

The  Second  Chimurenga  started
around 1966, and this time was more
organised  by  a  new  crop  of  leaders,
which among them were Cde Mugabe
and the late Cde Joshua Nkomo. This
time  they  were  getting  logistical  and
military support from liberated African
nations, as well as from China and the
Soviet  bloc.  It  is  the  Second
Chimurenga,  which led to the demise
of the illegal white rule in Zimbabwe.
We won our independence in 18 April
1980, and the great Bob Marley came
to Zimbabwe to share his joy with the
people of Zimbabwe.

Like I said before, the land is now
in the hands of the rightful owners, and
to  me  this  is  JUSTICE  and  true
independence. This situation did not go
down well with Bush and Blair. Hence,
they  passed  legislation  in  their
countries  to  slap  Zimbabwe  with
sanctions and sabotage its economy.

One  deadly  weapon  which
imperialism  has  in  its  arsenals  is  its
control  on the  media.  They have this
control  to  affect  their  imperialistic
agenda and mind control. Any nation,
which stands in the way of imperialism
like  Zimbabwe,  Cuba,  Venezuela  and
Iran,  are  branded  axis  of  evil,  pariah
states.  There  is  a  saying  which  says

that if a lie is told a lot of times it will
be believed as the truth, and American
media thrives on this. That is why the
BBC  and  CNN  are  obsessed  with
peddling  falsehoods  against  Zimba-
bwe, so that Zimbabwe can be isolated
and shunned by other nations. » (…) 

ORGANISING COMMITTEE
FOR THE MUMBAI CONFERENCE .

MARCH 9, 2016 .

AFGHANISTAN
Nasir Loyand, Left Radical of Afghanistan.

BRAZIL
Claúdio Ribeiro, labour lawyer, former trade 
unionist in the Bank sector and founding 
member of the Workers Party (PT) in Brazil.

BURUNDI
Paul Nkunzimana, Workers Party for 
Democracy (Parti des travailleurs et de la 
démocratie - PTD).

FRANCE
Daniel Gluckstein, national secretary of the 
Democratic independent workers Party (POID).
Bernard Saas, trade unionist.

GREAT-BRITAIN
Ian Hodson National President BFAWU 
( Bakers Food Allied Workers Union )

INDIA
Nambiath Vasudevan/Franklyn D’Souza, 
Joint Convenors, Trade Union Solidarity 
Committee (TUSC), Mumbai.
M. A. Patil, President; SarvaShramikSangh 
President; New Trade Union Initiative, 
Maharashtra State, Mumbai.
Milind Ranade, General Secretary 
KachraVahatuk-ShramikSangh (KVSS), 
Mumbai.

PAKISTAN
Rubina Jamil, All Pakistan trade union 
federation APTUF.

RUSSIA
Mark Vassilev, historian and activist.

USA
Alan Benjamin, executive committee member, 
San Francisco Labor Council (AFL-CIO)
Baldemar Velasquez, President, Farm Labor 
Organizing Committee FLOC (AFL-CIO).
Nancy Wohlforth*, OPEIU, Secretary treasurer
Emerita.

*For id. only.
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